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aP&BFACE. 



I have been induced, hy the Advice of many 
friends, to offer the following pages to the public; 
for although it is acknowledged that the progress 
of the Christian life is marked by an infinite di- 
versity of states, there is, nevertheless, a prevail- 
ing feature of resemblance, that may render com- 
munications from some degree of experience both 
interesting and useful ; a hope is likewise enter- 
tained, that by giving them an extensive circula- 
tion, many may be led by these scattered rays to 
the fountain of light from whence they are derived. 

From a transient view only of the very volumi- 
nous scientific and philosophical works of baron 
Swedenborg, we see the vast attainments of a ca- 
pacious mind; but when we contemplate his mis- 
sion for the revelation of the internal sense of the 
Scriptures, we lose sight of him as an author, but 
consider him agreeable to his own declaration as 
the man* " before whom the Lord hath mani- 
" fested himself in person, and whom he hath 

* Vide Universal Theology ) n. 179. 
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PREFACE. 



« filled with his spirit to teach the doctrines of 
" the New Church from him." It forms no part 
of oar present subject to combat the prejudices 
that many have formed against writings which 
they have never read, or the hasty conclusions of 
others who have stumbled at the threshold of the 
slightest investigation, happy in the conviction 
that the -number of those is daily increasing, who 
in the steadfastness of a sober mind, are perseve- 
ringly engaged in receiving instruction from this 
new and wonderful display of Gospel light, which 
rising above the mist of doubt or misapprehension, 
has a direct tendency at once to reform and elevate 
the mind, and to meliorate the heart. 
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LIFE 

or THE 

HON. EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 

Beginning with a Letter written by himself to the 
REV. THOMAS HARTLEY, 

LATE RECTOR Of VlNWICK, IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 



" I take pleasure in the friendship you express for me 
in your letter, and return you thanks for the same ; but as 
to the praises therein, 1 consider them as belonging to the 
truths contained in my writings, and so refer them to the 
Lord our Saviour as his due, who is in himself the fountain 
of all truth. It is the concluding part of your letter that 
chiefly engages my attention, where you say as follows: 
'•As after your departure from England disputes may arise 
on tha subject of your writings, and so give occasion to 
defend their author against such false reports and asper- 
sions, as they who are no friends to truth may invent, to 
the prejudice of his reputation, may it not be of use, in 
order to repel any calumnies of this kind, that you leave 
behind you some short account of yoyi self; as concerning! 
for example, your degrees in the university, the offices you 
have borne, your family and connexions, the honours which 
I am told have been conferred upon you, and such other 
particulars as may serve to the vindication of your charac- 
ter, if attacked, that so any ill -grounded prejudices may 
be obviated or removed ; for where the honour and inte- 
rest of truth are concerned, it certainly behooves us to 
employ all lawful methods in its defence and support." 
After reflecting on the foregoing passage, I was induced 
to comply with your friendly advice, Uy briefly communi- 
cating the following circumstances of my life. 

" I was born at Stockholm, in the year of our Lord 1689^ 
January 29. My father's name was Jeaper S v weclbei£» 

u 
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who was'bishopof West-Gothia, and of celebrated charac- 
ter in his time. He was also a member of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel) formed on the model of 
that in England, and appointed President of the Swedish 
churches in Pennsylvania and London, by king Charles XII. 
In the year 1710, 1 began my travels, first into England, 
and afterwards into Holland, France,, and Germany, and 
returned home in 1714.' In the year 171 6, and afterwards, 
I frequently conversed with Charles XII. kingof Sweden, 
who was pleased to bestow on me a large share of his 
favour, and in that year appointed me. to the office of As- 
sessor in the Metallic College, in which office I continued 
from, that time till the year 1 747, when I quitted the of- 
fice, but still retained the salary annexed to it as an appoint- 
ment for life. The reason of ray withdrawing from the 
business of that employment was, that I might be more at 
liberty to apply myself to that new function to which the 
Lrord had called me. About this time a place of higher 
dignity in the State was offered me, which I declined to 
accept, lest it should prove a snare to me. In 1 7 19, 1 was 
ennobled by queen Ulrica Eleonora, and named Sweden- 
borg, from which time I have taken my seat with the no- 
bles of the Equestrian order, in the Triennial Assemblies 
of the States. I am a Fellow, by invitation, of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, but have never desired 
to be of any other community, as I belong to the Society 
of Angels, in which things spiritual and heavenly are 
the only subjects of discourse and entertainment ; where- 
as in our literary societies, the attention is wholly taken 
tipj with things relating to the body and this world. In 
the year 1734, 1 published the Regnum Minerale at Leip- 
sit, in three volumes, folio; and in 1738., 1 took a journey 
into Italy* and staid a year at Venice and Rome. 

** With respect to my family connexions: I had four 
sisters ; one of them was married to Eric Benzelius, after- 
wards made archbishop of Upsal ; and thus I became re- 
lated to the two succeeding archbishops of that see, both 
named Benzelius, and younger brothers of the fol-mer. 
Another of my sisters was married to Lars Benzelstiema t 
who wtas promoted to a provincial government; but these 
are both dead ; however* two bishops who are related to 
me, are stiW living ; one of them is named Filenius, bishop 
of QttragoiWa, who now. officiates- as president of tbe-.Ec- 
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tlesiastical order in the General Assembly at Stockholm, 
in the* room of the archbishop who is infirm ; he married" 
the daughter of my sister : the other, who is called Ben- 
zelstierna, bishop of Westmannia and Dalecarnia, is the 
son of my second sister ; not to mention others of my fa- 
mily who are dignified. I converse freely, and am in friend- 
ship with all the bishops of my country, who are ten in 
number, and also with the sixteen senators, and the rest of 
the grandees, who love and honour me, as knowing that I 
am in fellowship with Angels. The king and queen themr 
selves, as also the three princes, their sons, show me all 
kind countenance, and 1 was once invited to eat with the 
king and queen at their table, (an honour* granted only to 
the peers of the realm) and likewise, since that, with the 
hereditary prince.* All in my own country wish for my 
return home, so far am I from the least danger of persecu- 
tion there, as you seem to apprehend, and are also 90 kind- 
ly solicitous to provide against ; and should any thing of 
that kind befall me elsewhere, it will give me no concern,, 

u Whatever of worldly honour and advantage may ap* 
pear to be in the things before-mentioned, 1 hold them but * 
as matters of low estimation, when compared to the honour 
-of that holy office to which the Lord himself hath called 
me, who was graciously pleased to manifest himself to me, 
his Unworthy servant, in a personal appearance, and in the 
year 1743, to open in me a sight of the Spiritual World, 
-and to enable me to converse with Spirits and* Angels, 
and this .privilege hath continued with me to this day- 
From that time I began to print and publish various un- 
known arcana, that have been either seen by me, or revealed 
to me, concerning Heaven and Hell, the state of men 
after death, the true worship of God, the spiritual sense of 
the Scriptures, and many other important truths tending \xy 
aal vat ion and true wisdom: and that mankind might receive 
benefit from these communications, was the only motive 
which has induced me at different times to leave my home 
to visit other countries. As to this world's wealth, I have 
what is sufficient, and more 1 neither seek nor wish for. 

" Your letter has drawn the mention of these things from 
me, in case, as you say, they may be a means to prevent 
©r remove any false judgment or wrong prejudices wiUi 

* The vecent king of Sweden, 



regard to my personal circumstances. Farewell; and I 
heartily wish you prosperi'y both in things spiritual and 
temporal, of which I make no doubt, if so be you go on to 
pray to our Lord, and to set him always before you. 

« EMAN. SWEDENBORG. 
"London, 1769." 

A ton of the bishop Swedberg could not fail hairing a 
good and careful education, suited to his rank. This cir- 
cumstance procured him the means of acquiring useful 
knowledge, in which he made an early progress. His youth 
was remarkable by an uncommon assiduity and application,, 
in the usual exercises of his age. In the year 1710 he pub- 
lished, at Skara, a Latin collection of poetical pieces, on 
different subjects, which indicated a singular vivacity of 
mind. But poetry was not the chief object of his occu pa- 
lions. He published, in 1716, at Stockholm, " Essays and 
Observations on the Mathematics and the Physical Sci- 
ences," under the title of Dadaius Hyfterboreua. A produc- 
tion of this kind, at such an age, gave room to conjecture, 
that other works would follow of a remarkable nature. 
But, he justly imagined, that a young man cannot become . 
a good author, until he has sufficiently laboured in gather- 
ing, with prudence and discernment, a quantity of materials 
proper for the subjects he designs to treat of. And, with 
ibis view, Swedenborg studied, with great application, m 
the university of Upsal ; and, with no less assiduity, in the 
universities of England, Holland, Prance, and £rermany« 
He Was blessed with an excellent memory, a ready concep- 
tion, and a most clear judgment, joined with a most ardent 
desire, and the strongest inclination to acquire, by dint of 
assiduous labour nnd study, such knowledges as were at 
the "most certain kind, in philosophy, in mathematics, na- 
tural history, physics, chemistry, anatomy, and, finally, the- 
ology, together with the Eastern and European languages, 
in which he was well versed. We may observe, in him, the 
power of habit acting in harmony with the use of reason. 
With the best of hearts he joined the most happy disposir 
tion, manifested by the rules of his conduct, which he pre- 
scribed to himself, and which are found interspersed in va- 
rious parts of his manuscripts, where he had set them 
down, for the sake of his own practice. 

« 1st. To read often, and meditate frequently, in the 
word of the Lord. 
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«* 2dly. To be. always, resigned and content with the dis* 
pensations of Providence. 

" 3diy. Always to observe a propriety of behaviour, and' 

* to preserve his conscience pure and upright. 

" 4thly. To submit to what is ojdaiiied - t to acquit one's 
self faithfully of ihe duties of ouj^fcspioyment ; and to do 
every thing which lies in. «urpc^B f to render ourselves 
as universally useful as possit&^^B 

Such was Swedeuboi g*s inwlHiltate of mind^ 
On his retui n from his first travels into foreign countries* 
he seemed to be fixed on the study of mathematics and phy- 
sics. The knowledge he acquired in these sciences soon 
brought him into an acquaintance with Christopher Pol- 
liammer,. at that time assessor, and afterwards counsellor 
of the College of Commerce, and commander of the order of 
the Polar Star. This acquaintance not only procured him 
an addition of knowledge in mechanics, which he then as- 

• siduously cultivated, but also the same regard from Charles 
XI I. as this monarch had conceived for Polhanrmer. Hence 
it is that the patents, or diploma of assessor, given at Sud, 
the 18th of October, 171 6, declare for their motive, that 
the king « having a. regard for Swedcnborg's mechanical 
knowledge, appointed him the associate of Polhammer, to 
asist him in the direction of buildings, and mechanical, 
worksi" The united talents, and happ)r inventions, of the 
two great men, were frequently made use ol by the kingi 
thetime of the siege of Frederickshall, in 1718, SwWen 
borg executed, by. himself,, a. work of the greatest import- 
ance, by cutting, with the help of proper instruments, 
througkthe mountains, and raising the valleys for.thelength 
of fifteen English miies, that is, from Stromstad to Idefjol,. 
which separates Sweden from Norway : he caused two gaU 
Ties, Java large boats, and a.sfoop,.to be.*ent there, by the 
help of which, the king was enabled to have all the great 
artillery for the siege earned: to Frederickshall; which 
otherwise would never, have been sent by. land. Thus sci- 
ences, become useful, and when properly put into practice 
effect what could* not be done without them. 

Mechanical studies, howerver, were nottheorily objects. 
of his application- ;; for, in the year 17 1 7 and 17 1 8, he t*ave 
the continuation of his Dtdalu* Hyfier*oreu*,*nd f soon af, 
teivan introduction loalfeebra, under the title of." The Ai c 
«tthe Rules.?' InJ7 19, he published a " Method to fix the; 
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Nicodemus, who went, through fear of human judgment, 
to pay him a visit by night, and to the intent that he might 
not be taken notice of by the Pharisees, his associates, who 
were enemies to the light that came to enlighten, and to 
the truth it manifested to them. The Old Testament fur- 
nishes us \vit.i several instances of this changing of names. 
Abraham was first called Abiam, which means raised fa* 
ther i but when God promised to make a covenant with 
him, and to make him a father of nations, whose offspring 
should be as numerous as the stars in the firmament, he 
said unto him, Thy name shall no more be called Abram, 
but Abraham, Gen. xvii. Jacob having wrestled with an 
angel of the Lord, who appeared to him as a palpable hu- 
man being, he on leaving him said, Thou shalt no more be 
called Jacob, but Israel, Gen. xxxii. When Simon, son 
of Jonas, had openly confessed his belief, that Jesus Christ 
was the Son of God, the Lord called him Ce/ihas, which 
signifies a stone, and he was afterwards called by no other 
name but Peter, which is derived from that word. Matt* 
xvi. John i. 42. 

We have before observed, that Emanuel Swedenborg 
was called Swedberg, after the name of his father Jesper 
Swedberg, bishop of Skara. Emanuel, agreeable to a gene- 
ral custom in Sweden, in which the greater part of the sons 
of bishops are styled gentlemen, and have a seat in the as- 
sembly of the states of the kingdom, having been raised to* 
this rank, was named Swedenborg, the latter syllable of 
which name in the northern languages, means protection or 
defence, and he will undoubtedly be found a protector to all 
who are disposed for afiiritual regeneration, by the acknovr-- 
tedgment and reception of those truths, which the Lord has- 
deigned to reveal to him, to be made known to mankind ; 
and as he is to be regarded as an. instrument in the hand of 
the Lord, he may be considered as th« tutelar angel not 
only of the Swedes, but of all ChrisJgnMom, 

Swedenborg was assessor of tne JflBUic College, and 
member of the Academy of Sci^Cesrn Sweden 4 . The 
little regard he had for titles of honour and human gran- 
deur, made him determine to request his dismission from, 
the office of assessor. He had a house in the environs of; 
Stockholm. It was buik and arranged after his own taste ; 
the apartments were rather small ; but suitable to himself.' 
Although, he was a man of most profound learning, no other. 



books were 9ecn in his study than- the Hebrew and Greek 
-Bible, together with his own indexes of his works, whereby 
he saved himself the trouble, when referring to different 
passages, of going through all which he had before written. 
Adjoining to the house was a pretty large garden, in the 
midst of which he had a summer house or pavilion; there 
were four doors to the apartment which formed a square, 
which was occasionally turned in an instant into an octagon 
form ^jy-Tncans oTTour other doors which belonged to to- 
One of these doors shut with a secret lock, which being 
opened, there appeared a glass door placed opposite a fine 
green hedge, where a bird was seen in a cage. This new 
spectacle produced an agreeable surprise of a second gar- 
den, to the person who opened the door, which Swedeuborg 
. related to be more agreeable than the first. At the en- 
trance of the garden there was a parterre well covered with 
flowers, which he was very fond of. He derived no other 
advantage from the garden, for he gave the whole produce* 
of it to the gardener, who waited on him ; as also' that of 
a very handsome green-house, in which he took mush 
pleasure. 

The gardener and his wife were the only servants he haclj; 
of the latter he never desired other service than that of 
making his bed, and of bringing a large kettle of water in 
his first apartment; he generally made his own coffee oa 
the fire in his study, and took much of it well sweetened ; 
and when at home his dinner consisted of a small leaf put 
into boiled milk, and at that time he neither drank wine 
nor any spirituous liquor, nor did he take any supper. 
Though he was very sparing in his eating and drinking, yet 
he would sometimes, when in company, enjoy a moderate 
glass, but was always in one equal temper of mind, and 
cheerful. 

He had a fire constantly kept up in his study, from au- 
tumn through the whole winter, until spring, but his bed- 
room was (contrary to the usual custom in Sweden) always 
cold ; and according a^the cold was more or less severe, 
he made use of three or four blankets. When he awoke 
he went into his study, where there were always live coals, 
on which be laid wood with birch rind, having a number 
of little bundles ready for convenience* and to make a quick 
lire before he set himself down to write. 

In his parlour was a table of td&<& marble,, on which one 
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would have supposed, at fit^t sight, that a hand of cards 
iiad been carelessly thrown, it being so well imitated. Ht 
•made a present of this table to the Royal College of the 
Mines, who preserved it with great care ; this room ^as 
neat and genteel, but furnished in a plain style. 

His wardrobe was simple, yet suitable to the season. He 
Vwe in winter * fur gown, and when at home in summer 
a morning robe. He usually spoke very distinctly ; when 
he began to talk in company every one was silent, as we)l 
from the pleasure they had of hearing his discourse, as from 
a sense of his well known great erudition, which he did net 
show but on occasions in whfch he found himself forced to 
it to prove his assertions, or the little weight of argument 
of some whom he conversed ' with. Besides the learned 
languages, in which he was well versed, he understood the 
French, English, Dutch, German, and Italian, havmgoften 
travelled in those countries.* 

In general, he would not enter into dispute on matters 
of religion : if he was necessitated to defend himself, he 
did it with mildness and in few words ; but if any one would 
not be convinced, and got into a warmth of argument, he 
retired, -saying, " Read my writings attentively and with- 
out prejudice; they will answer you in my stead, and will 
afford you reason to change your ideas and opinions «> 
such things." 

He used at first freely to speak of his visions and expli- 
cations of the Scripture*;, but as this displeased the clergy 
who proclaimed him a heretic and m*dman, he resolved tt 
be less communicative of his knowledge in company, or a 
least more cautious, lest the censorious should have roon 
to blame what they could not comprehend like himsell 
Mr. Robsahm, one of the directors of the bank at Stock 
holm, to whom we are chiefly indebted for the memoirs* 
this extraordinary man, once addressed the rector of th 
parish where he lived, (an old and respectable clergyman 
asking him what he should think of Swedenborg*s vision 
and explanation of the Bible ? The* venerable man answer 
ed, Qod alone can judge of this, but I cannot think him « 

• His Travels in ftaty, the only work we know him to haye writw 
in the Swedish language, containing wonderful observations, & 
"preserved among the rest of his manuscripts, and when translate 
will show the world how accurate an observer he was of every thin, 
tottiau* *nd-dea*mng at terituMu 
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be socb a person as many do; I have myself conversed w4th 

him ; and in companies where we have been together, I 
have found him to be a good and holy man. 

It was remarkable, that Swedenborg never endeavour* 
ed lo persuade any person to receive his opinions ; he was 
once asked, whether it might be possible for any one, but 
himself, to arrive at the same degree of spirituality ; he 
replied, take good care, for the natural man lays himself 
open to temptations, when by his own speculations he tries 
to find out celestial things that transcend his understand* 
ing. He then declared, how the Lord has taught us in the 
Lord's prayer to pray, Lead us not into temptation; w hich 
means, that we ought not from our own power and know** 
ledge to doubt of the divine truths revealed to us; " I never 
thought, added he, I should have come into the spiritual 
state I am in ; but the Lord had prepared me for it, in or* 
der to reveal the spiritual sense of the Word, which He 
bad promised in the prophets and the revelations." 

Mr. Robsahm having^k^inquired of him, where and 
in what manner he first began to have his revelations— " I \^ 
was at London, said Mr. Swedenborg, and dined late at 
my usual inn, where I had a room kept for me, that I might 
have the liberty to meditate in peace on spiritual things. 
I had felt myself oppressed by hunger, and was eating very 
heartily. Towards the end of the meal I perceived, as it 
were, a mist before my eyes, and I saw the floor of the 
room covered with frightful reptiles, such as serpents, 
toads, caterpillars, and the like ; their number appeared to 
increase as the darkness did, but both soon passed away. 
After that, I saw clearly a man in the midst of a bright and 
shining light, sitting in a corner of the room* I was alone, 
and you may judge of the consternation I was in, when I 
heard him pronounce distinctly, and in a sound of voice ca- 
pable of striking terror, Eat not so much. After these 
words my sight was again obscured, but the darkness was 
soon dissipated, and then I saw myself alone in the room. 
Such an unexpected surprise hastened my departure ; I 
reflected seriously on. what bad happened to me, and could 
find no reason to suppose it to be an effect from chance or 
any physical cause. 

" The following night the same person, appeared to roe 
in a strong shining light, and said, "lam God the Lord, 
the Creqt$rafldjit l 4fem#r* IJiav>f elw&cn thee to explain 



fa men the interior and spiritual tense of the Sacred WrU 
tings : I wilt dictate unto thee what thou oughtest to write* 9 
I was not at all frightened now, and the light with which, 
he was encompassed, although very bright and resplendent, 
occasioned no painful impression on my eyes. He was 
clothed in purple, and the vision lasted a full quarter of 
an hour. That same night were the eyes of my spirit 
opened, and disposed so, 'that I might have a spiritual sight 
of Heaven, the world of spirits, and the hells ; and I found 
every where many persons of my own acquaintance, some 
of them deceased a long, and others but a short time. 
< '* From that day I relinquished all study of worldly sci- 
ences, and only occupied myself with spiritual concerns, 
in conformity to the command I had received. 

" It happened often unto me after that period, that my 
spiritual sight was opened so far, that I could see in the 
most clear and distinct manner what passed in the spiritual 
world, and when broad awake, converse with angels and 
spirits in the same manner ai»J-*ipeak with men." 

Swedenborg has related the same to the doctors Beyer 
and Rosen, when he dined with the last, at his house in 
Gottenburg ; he also once mentioned to Mr. Robsahm the 
reason, why the clergy at that time were so unwilling to 
receive his interpretations of the Scriptures : •' it is, said 
he, because they confirm themselves in the doctrine of faith 
alone from the schools, trie colleges and the universities ; 
and having confirmed themselves in some evil, do not* see 
that evil, as evil ; but find every day more pleasure in it, 
and vice versa. Besides, added he, although they see and 
find that I speak trulh, their ambition to preserve their re- 
putation in the world, will not suffer them publicly to pro- 
fess what they are convinced to be irrefutable truths." 
This conversation passed just before Swedenborg" had 
been visited by the famous clergyman, doctor Rutstrom, 
who died in his confinement in the palace of Stockholm, a 
little while after the revolution in 1772. Swedenborg said, 
that Mr. Rutstrom acknowledged it all, but his life and ac- 
tions proved, that he held his o vn tenets dearest to him. The 
chaplain to the Russian embassy, Mr. Orouoskull,a monk 
of the order of Alexander Newsky, who was at Stockholm 
with the embassador, (count Osterman) led a very orderly 
and decent life, (contrary to the usual custom of many other 
Russian priests); he borrowed Swedentorg'* works, which 
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he read with pleasure ; he was likewise anxious to see and 
converse with such an extraordinary man. Mr. Robsahm 
fulfilled his desire, and invited him and Swedenborg to 
dinner, in company with the late president of theiroyal col- 
lege of commerce, Mr. V. Carleson, the counsellor of the 
chancery, Mr. Berck, and some other gentlemen. During 
dinner the priest, among oth^ things r asked of Sweden- 
borg, whether he had seen the empress Elizabeth — here* 
'plied, I have often seen her, and I know she is in a very hap- 
py state. These words occasioned the priest to shed tears 
of joy. " Her good sentiments towards her people, said 
Swedenborg, are, after her decease, known in the other 
life ; for there it was declared, that she never went into the 
council without praying to God for advice and assistance 
to govern her country and people witli wisdom and equity.'* 
This discourse so much affected the priest, that he indi- 
cated by his silence and tears his happy surprise. 
', Mr. Robsahm having asked of the wife of Swedenborg's 
gardener, if she had ever observed any change in the coun- 
tenance ot her master, soon after he had conversed with spi- 
rits ; to this she replied : " Entering one day after dinner 
into his chamber, I saw his eyes Tike unto a most bright 
flame : I drew back, saying, in the name of God, sir, what 
has happened extraordinary to you, for you have a very par- 
ticular kind of appearance? What kind of look have ^an- 
swered he ? I then told him what had struck me. Well, 
well, replied he, (which was his favourite expression) don't 
be frightened, the Lord has so disposed my eyes, that by 
them spirits may see what is in our world. » In a short time 
this appearance passed away, as he said it would. I know, 
said she, when he has conversed with heavenly spirits, for 

•there is a pleasure and calm satisfaction in his countenance, 
which charms those who see it ; but after he has conversed 
with evil spirits, he has a sorrowful look." 

That a person of so extraordinary and apostolical a cha- 
racter as Swedenborg, who solemnly declared himself to 
be a messenger from the Lord, should have been branded 

-with the imputation of madness and enthusiasm, is not sur- 
prising ; the prophets of old experienced precisely the same 

- kind of treatment from a corrupted and degenerate world ; 
and were an angel from Heaven to come and dwell incar- 
nate amongst us, may we not suppose that his conversation, 
discoveries, audjcon4uct of life, would in many things be 



SQ contrary to the errors and prejudices, the ways and 
fashions of this world, that many would say, wiih one con- 
sent, he is beside himself; and where any of our brethren, 
through the divine favour, attains to any high degree of 
angelical illumination and communications, may he not 
expect the like reception ? The precepts and lectures of 
one of the ancient philosophers were so repugnant to the 
dissolute manners of the Athenians, that they sent to Hip- 
pocrates to come and cure him of his madness ; to which 
message that great physician returned this answer, that it 
was not the philosopher, but the Athenians were mad. In 
like manner, the wise in every city and country are the 
smaller part, and therefore must be content to suffer the 
reproachful name that in truth belongs to the majority. 
This has been the case of all extraordinary messengers for 
good to mankind, and the world is not altered in this re- 
spect. But it may be said, that though it be thus with the 
ignorant and profane, yet men of education and learning 
will form a more righteous judgment, and determine im- 
partially according to the nature of the evidence ; but in 
general it is far otherwise. Human learning, considered 
merely in itself, neither makes a man a believer, nor an 
unbeliever, but confirms him in truth or error, according 
to his prejudices, inclinations, or interests ; at least, it is 
commonly so ; and therefore we find, that in all ages, such 
among the learned as devoted themselves to support the 
credit and interests of their particular professions, were 
always the most violent persecutors of the truth ; tor 
though truth has its conveyance through the intellectual 
part in man, yet it never gains its effect, or operates as a 
. principle, till it be received into the affection and will ; and 
so man is said in Scripture to be of an understanding heart. 
So that knowledge is productive of the greatest good or 
the greatest evil, according to the ground or disposition in 
which it resides; when joined with piety and humility, it 
adds both lustre and force to truth; when joined with the 
corrupt passionsofour nature, it is the most violent perse- 
cutor of it : and this was the case with the scribes and Pha- 
risees and doctors of the law ; no greater enemies to Christ 
than they ; the pride of reputation for learning, and the au- 
thority of public teachers, unfitted them for becoming 
learners at the feet of the lowly Jesus; and therefore to 
them were directed those words of our Lord : « How can 
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ye believe, who receive honour one of another, and seek not 
the honour that comet h of God only ? John v. 44* Giving 
us hereby to understand, that the dominion of any wrong 
passion over the mind, will prove a certain hinderance in 
OUr way to divine truth. 

It is hoped the candid reader will not be displeased at 
our having premised thus far, before we resume the life 
of the most extraordinary messenger from God to man, 
that has appeared on earth since the apostolic age. 

Although Swerlenhorg openly avowed and maintained 
the most profound veneration for the sacred Scriptures ; 
although he never supported one principle contrary to 
the decalogue, or good manners; although his conduct 
was exemplary, and that he never spoke either against the 
government or particular persons, he was not exempted 
from persecutions ; he found enemies so set on to do him 
mischief, that he deemed it necessary to leave the capital 
that he might not fall into their hands. A young man in 
particular went even to his own house, with a design to 
assassinate him ; the gardener's wife told bim that Mr. 
Swedenborg was not at at home, lest mischief should fol- 
low. But he would not believe her, and ran to the gar- 
den, thinking to find him. God, who kept him under his 
especial protection, encompassed him on this occasion ; 
for the young man being in haste to get in, a nail that was 
in the lock fastened so to the cloak he was covered with, 
that he could not disentangle himself, and his naked sword 
fell from beneath the cloak out of his hands : thus, great- 
ly embarrassed, the fear of being discovered seized him, 
and he retired with all possible haste. This same person 
was afterwards killed in a duel. 

His writings raised him many enemies among the cler- 
gy, who found various pretences to persecute him : at the 
time of the meeting of the four houses, (called the Diet) 
which was held in the year 1769 at Norkjoping, Sweden- 
borg had a box sent from England, containing some of his 
printed works; these were stopped for examination, ac- 
cording to the laws which prohibit the introduction of all 
books reputed contrary to the Protestant religion : Swe- 
denborg desired therefore 'the favour of bishop Filenius, 
his nephew, and member in the house of the clergy, to get 
this box returned him, as he intended to make presents of 
these books to the several members of the houses ; not- 
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withstanding theVbishop cordially promised it, and at the 
same time embraced and kissed Swedenborg, yet this very 
man did "every thing in his power to get these works con- 
fiscated. - Swedenborg used afterwards to call him Judas 
Iscariot, because he had deceived him with kissing, when 
he would have been satisfied with a blunt refusal, and 
therefore could not help expressing his displeasure at such 
deceitful behaviour, being conscious that every person 
who knew him and his works, must allow, that he always 
insisted on a good life, with integrity in all our dealings ; 
that chanty must be united with faith; and that charity 
consists not only in thinking no ill, and speaking no ill, of 
our neighbour, even in doubtful cases, where the intention 
is not evidently bad, but that we must primarily keep in 
view the necessity of promoting good uses, peace, love, 
and true knowledge. God being truth and sincerity itself, 
cannot but abhor all falsehood and deceit, because they 
spring from impure motives, such as worldly fear, self- 
interest, vanity, and no trust in Providence : and, as God is 
love itself, he cannot but abominate every thing that tends 
to destroy the true peace and happiness of mankind. 

That very year, at t.he same assembly, some members of 
the house of the clergy, had artfully laid a scheme that our 
author should be examined, and after examination be de- 
clared as a man out of his senses, whom it was dangerous 
to leave at liberty, but that he ought to be imprisoned as a 
lunatic. . A certain senator and friend to Swedenborg dis- 
closed to him the whole plot, and advised him to leave the 
kingdom :* at thi&toews Swedenborg appeared much af- 
Aided* and going inttt'his garden, fell on his knees and 
prayed to the Lord to direct him what to do. After this 
prayer he received this consolatory answer, that no Cvil 
should touch him. This really happened, as his enemies 
were afraid to execute their persecution, when they con- 
sidered his being a member in the house of nobles, and re- 
lated to many of the nobility and dignified clergy ; how- 
ever, he soon after undertook another voyage, but being 
informed, on his return, of the evil intentions and malice 
of his persecutors, and being instructed by experience of 
what tbey were capable, he addressed himself to the 

• The senator count Hopken. 
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king in the following terms, drawn up m the form of & 

letter. 

« Sire, 
" 1 find myself necessitated at this period to have re* 
course to your majesty's protection, having met with usage 
. of such a nature, as no other person has experienced since 
the establishment of Christianity in Sweden, and much less 
since there has been liberty of conscience. The follow- 
ing is an abridgment of the particulars that are the occasion 
of my requesting your majesty's interference. 

" On my arrival in Sweden 1 from foreign parts, I was in* 
formed that bishop Filenius had suppressed and seized 
the copies of my treatise De Amore ConjugiaH, that I had 
printed in Holland, and which were sent to Norkjoping* 
Having inquired of some bishops, whether bishop F. had 
acted in this manner from his own authority, or that of the 
clerical body, they replied, that they had heard of the af- 
fair, but that none of them had been consulted about it, 
or had given his consent thereunto ; and that there was 
not one word set down in the journal of the ecclesiastical 
court concerning it. Some ecclesiastics at Gottenburg 
being emboldened by this inconsiderate and violent con- 
duct of the bishops, began to speak and declaim loudly 
against my writings, and so far succeeded as to have an 
assembly appointed for their examination, consisting of 
some bishops and professors in divinity. This assembly 
continued sitting for the space of some months, and at . 
length made a favourable report, which stopped the 
mouths of those accusers at once ; their attempts* were 
then thought to cease, and the affair to have an end. To 
prevent all thought of its being rekindled, it was con- 
eluded, that a petition should be presented to your majesty, 
to issue orders to the chancellor of justice, to give an in- 
formation of the authors who had raised the disturbance at 
Gottenburg. The bishop and deacon of that place, who 
were the principal movers in this affair, seeing the little 
success of their project to engage the body of the clergyy 
to light up the fire for which they had made ready the ma- 
terials, bad recourse to calumnies and injuries, and filled 
twenty printed leaves with invectives, which they circu- 
lated among the public. I was farther informed, that your 
xnajesty, hearing of this dispute, took it under your owa> 
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consideration, decided it in the senate, and ordered the 
chancellor to forward letters relative thereto to the con- 
sistory atGottenhurg. 

" 1 had no notice sent me of all these proceedings ; my 
person, writings, and sentiments on the worship of my 
Lord our Saviour, were attacked and persecuted, and I 
have neither been called to make my defence, nor been 
heard respecting it : but truth itself has answered for me. 
The accounts that were published at Gottenburg upon 
this matter, did not touch the substance of the cause, and 
were filled with invectives and gross injuries. The first 
account 1 had of these papers was from a general commis- 
sary of war, at Elsineur,* and a friend at Stockholm, who- 
lent them to me for a day ; and I found therein two letters 
of bishop Y\ wherein it is said that he should meddle no 
more in it. I am desirous to convince the world, that all 
these proceedings, from their beginning to their end, have 
been carried on without my ever having been heard. A 
rumour has nevertheless spread throughout Stockholm, 
that the chancellor of justice has declared in writing to the 
consistory at Gottenburg, that my writings are prohibited 
from being brought into that place, under the penalty of 
fifty dollars ; and that my revelations have been declared 
false, and not truth. I have already informed your majesty, 
and beseech you to recall it to mind, that the Lord our 
Saviour manifested himself to me in a sensible personal ap- 
pearance ; that he has commanded me to write what has 
been already done, and what 1 have still to do : that he was 
afterwards graciously pleased to endow me with the privi- 
lege of conversing with angels and spirits, and to be in fel- 
lowship with them. I have already declared this more* 
than once to your majesty, in the presence of the royal 
family, when they were graciously pleased to invite me to 
^heir table, with five senators, and several other persons^ 
this wai the only subject discoursed of during the repast. 
Of this I also spoke afterwards to several other senators;, 
and more openly to their excellencies count de Tessnv 
count Bonde, and count Hopken, who are still alive, and 
were satisfied with the truth of it. I have declared the 
same in England, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Spain, 

• General Tuxeji, a nobleman of very distinguished? merit and 
erudition. 
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md at Paris, to kings, princes, and other particular persons, 
as well as to those in this kingdom. If the common report 
is believed, the chancellor has declared, that what I have 
been reciting are untruths, although the very truth. To 
say that they cannot believe and give credit to such things, 
therein will I excuse them, for it is not in my power to 
place others in the same state that God has placed me, so 
as to be able to convince them by their own eyes and ears 
of the truth of those deeds and things I have made pub- 
licly known. I have no ability to capacitate them to con- 
verse with angels and spirits, neither to work miracles to 
dispose or force, their understandings to comprehend what 
I say. When my writings are read with attention and 
cool reflection, (in which many things are to be met with 
as hitherto unknown) it is easy enough to conclude, that I 
. could not come by such knowledge, but by a real vision, 
and converse with those who are in the spiritual world. 
As a farther proof, I beseech* their excellencies to peruse 
what is contained in my treatise on Conjugal Love, page 
3 14 to 3 1 6. This book is in the hands of count D'Ekeblad, 
and count de Bjelke. If any doubt shall still remain, I am 
ready to testify with the most solemn oath that can be 
offered in this matter, that I have said nothing but essential 
and real truth, without any mixture of deception. This 
knowledge is given to me from our Saviour, not for any 
particular merit of mine, but for the great concern of all 
Christians' salvation and happiness; and as such, how can 
any venture to assert it is false ? That these things may ap» 
pear such as many have had no conception of, and of con- 
sequence, that they cannot from thence credit, has nothing 
remarkable in it, for scarce any thing is known respecting 
them. % 

" IF it is true that the chancellor has written to the con- 
sistory at Gottenburg, in the terms which I have related 
from the public rumour, it will give occasion to conclude 
that my writings contain errors, and that what I have de- 
clared to be revealed to me are falsities, which can in no 
wise be proved, unless construed to a sense I never intend* 
ed. In such a case, according to the laws on that head, I 
might be arrested and shut up in prison, and all this with- 

. * At that time the king' only presided in the senate, to which 
body at Urgt he therefore addressed this, letter. 



out being Heard in ray own defence. This is the motif • 
of my having recourse to your majesty for protection ; 
for since the establishment of Christianity and liberty in 
our country} it is a thing altogether unheard of, that any 
person has been proceeded against in the manner they 
have against me. 

" On this interesting affair, which concerns not only my 
writings, but also my person and reputation, I humbly re* 
quest your majesty, that the reverend clergy may deliver 
their opinion to yourself on that matter, likewise the mi- 
nutes of the council that examined the writings, and the 
letter said to be forwarded by the chancellor of justice to 
the Consistory at Gottenburg, to the intent, that I may be 
informed thereof, and, as well as others of your majesty's, 
subjects, be enabled to make a suitable reply, and heard in 
my own defence, possessing the like right and privileges* 
to require it. 

" As 'to what relates to the doctors Beyer and Rosen 
of Gottenburg, I advised them to nothing, but to address, 
themselves to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as a 
means of attaining to Heavenly good and blessedness, for 
he only has power in heaven and earth, as declared in Mat* 
tttew xxviii. 18. As far as I have been able to learn, they 
have said no more. Thisis conformable to the Augsburg 
confession, the Formula Corcotdi*, and the whole of Sa- 
cred Writ. Yet these gentlemen have become no lesa 
objects of the most cruel persecutions than myself, arising 
from the enmity of the bishop and dean of that town. I 
can, say the same of my writings, which I regard as another 
self; and that all that this dean has laid to my charge, is 
mere scandal and lies, I have farther to intreat, that the . 
two letters adjoined to thiJP* which I wrote to Dr. Beyer 
concerning this business, may be read. 

« EMANUEL SWEDENBORG." 

It is well known, that essential truth itself has been* 
iiated and rejected, and that its children, who have preach* 
jed it, have been despised and persecuted; ought we then* 
to be surprised, if a disciple of this truth was also treated 
with scorn and contempt, and that his enemies should 
have endeavoured to destfoy his reputation ? ft is indeed 
too true, that many persons* have set themselves in oppo- 

* The friends to the honourable author's writings having lately 
seen some observations on them, tending to discountenance their 



sition to the writings of this illustrious messenger, and at- 
tempted to depreciate their merit. 

It must however be acknowledged, to the honour of ther 
present age, that numbers are daily embracing the doc- 
trines of this infant church, and it seems highly probable 
that it will soon become an object of very general attention 
and inquiry. Different judgments will no doubt be form* 
ed by different persons concerning the life and extraordi* 
nary relations we are now recording. The Atheist and 
Infidel will regard many things contained in them as im« 
possible, and will instantly reject them under that idea ; 
the wit and the minute philosopher will ridicule them as 
extravagant, and pronounce them the mere effect of a 
warm and deluded imagination ; even the serious and well* 
instructed Christian will have his doubts concerning their 
reality, and will suspect the facts, though he may not 
dispute their possibility. Supernatural events, in all ages 
of the world, have thus divided the sentiments of mankind, 
nor is it to be expected that in our own age we shall be 
better agreed respecting the truths of relations so marvel* 
Ions and miraculous, supported -only by the testimony of 
a single witness. Cauticn likewise on such occasions has 
always been deemed expedient by the truly good and en* 
lightened, lest giving too hasty an assent to things extraor* 
dirtary, they should encourage imposture and put it in the 
power of weak or ill-disposed persons to establish an au- 
thority over the minds of others, grounded only in the in* 
firmities or depravities of their own. 

perusal by the serious part of mankind; take this opportunity of, 
declaring, from a Jong acquaintance with the contents, that these 
writings, instead of meriting opposition from any who lay claim to 
the Christian name and nature, contain truths highly worthy of 
their most mature and impartial attention ; and so far from mili- 
tating against the sense of the Scriptures, reflect the highest ho* 
nour on them, pointing out in innumerable instances their essential 
holiness and divinity ; insisting that they contain the very laws and 
order of heaven, by which all Christiansare to form their lives, and 
from which all doctrine must be drawn. They take ihis opporhio 
nity of observing, that they seek to enter into no disputes with any, 
but having nothing but the welfare of eternal truth at heart, labour 
only to show its real and essential divinity, the real and incompre- 
hensible divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the greatness of our 
redemption and salvation by him, and the necessity of a perfect 
confirmity of life to all that is great and good. 
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But as an indiscriminate reception of every supernatu- 
ral relation is dangerous, so an indiscriminate rejection is 
no less so, and have ever therefore been equally avoided 
by all wise men. And we beg leave to suggest, with all 
deference to the sentiments of others, that it is the duty of 
every candid Christian to examine well the credibility of 
the testimony now offered, and this without partiality and 
without prejudice, inasmuch as the general interests of 
truth, which ought to be duar to every one, may be greatly 
affected by such an examination. 

It is well known by many living witnesses, that Emanuel 
Swedenborg, after his extraordinary call to be an instructor 
of mankind, dedicated himself entirely to the great work 
which was assigned him. The future part of his life was 
spent, agreeably to the high commission he had received, 
in studying diligently the word of God, in opening and elu~ 
cidating the great truths therein contained, and in publish^ 
ing them to his fellow-creatures, together with the impor- 
tant information made known to him concerning another 
world. For this purpose he frequently left his native 
country to visit distant cities, particularly London and 
Amsterdam, where all his theological works were printed 
by him at a great expense, and with little prospect or pro- 
bability of a reimbursement. It is in the writings of the stu- 
dious and contemplative that we must read their lives, and 
learn what they were ; and if we look at Swedenborg in 
this view, we are astonished at the greatness of his la- 
bours, the extent of his knowledge, the purity and con- 
sistency of his doctrines, the order and perspicuity of his 
discussions, all which bespeak a mind vastly above the 
common sort, indefatigable in its exertions, profound in 
its researches, illuminated and clear in its perceptionsj 
pious, sober, and solid in its principles. 

With respect to this highly gifted man's visions and 
communications with the spiritual worlds, in a frequent 
visible intercourse with angels and other spirits, they are 
so well known and attested both in this and other coun- 
tries, that sincere and well-informed minds will no longer 
doubt of their reality ; numerous well-known instances 
might be adduced in confirmation of them : the following 
transactions, which may be depended on, will perhaps 
prove not unacceptable to many of our readers. 
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Ji true account, by the late queen dowager at Haga, in 
the year 1774, communicated to his excellency Count 
Hopken* copied from his own manuscript* in the pos- 
session of the Exegetic Society at Stockholm. 

Swedenborg was one day at court. Her majesty inqui- 
red of him several things concerning the other life, and at 
last, whether he had seen and conversed with her late bro- 
ther, the Prince Royal of Prussia ; he answered he had 
not Her majesty then desired that he would inquire after, 
and present to him her compliments, which Swedenborg 
promised to do. It is doubtful whether the queen was in 
earnest However, the next court-day Swedenborg at- 
tended as usual, but the queen being in the apartment 
called the white room, surrounded by ladies, Swedenborg 
went boldly in, and approached the queen, who did not re- 
collect the commission she had given him eight days be- 
fore : Swedenborg not only presented her the compliments 
of her brother, but also made his excuse for not having 
answered her last letter, on. which he was desired to deliver 
to her his sentiment* ; this Swedenborg did, to the great 
amazement of the queen, who replied, that none but God 
could know that secret. 

The reason why the queen did not for a long time 
speak of this affair, was, that she did not wish that any 
person in Sweden should believe that during the war with 
Prussia she had kept any correspondence with a hostile 
Country. 

Another remarkable transaction. 

After the decease of Mr. de Marteville, certain people 
came to demand a debt of his widow, of a considerable 
sum of money, that they said was due to them by her de- 
ceased husband; this she knew was not a just demand, 
because it had been paid during his life time, yet could not 
tell where the acquittance was put. In her trouble she 
applied to Mr. Swedenborg, who informed her where it 
was on the next day, telling her he had spoken to the de- 
ceased husband, whe related to him where he had put this 
acquittance, and that she would find it in the particular 
place he described. The deceased person was also sees 
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in a dream by his widow, appearing dressed in the same 
rooming gown he wore before his decease, and having 
£itren her the same advice and marks, withdrew himself. 
She was so frightened that she awoke her chambermaid, 
"who lay near her, and told her directly the whole account. 
The acquittance was found in the place where Sweden- 
borg had told hec it was. This account was universally 
known, both at court and in Stockholm, and -every one 
related it according to his information. 

The astonishing and well attested relations we have al- 
ready enumerated in the life of this highly illuminated 
messenger of the Lord, may serve to convince serious and 
unprejudiced minds, that he had real and unquestionable 
communication with the spiritual world, and its inhabitants. 
We shall now proceed to relate a few other particulars, 
equally well authenticated, though not lessextraoidinary. 
In the year J767, Swedenborg, who was then in London, 
was about to depart for Sweden, and desired Mr. Springer, 
an intimate friend, to procure him a good captain, which 
he did, and made the agreement with a person named 
Dixon. Mr. Swedenborg* s effects Were carried on board 
the vessel ; and as his apartment was at some distance 
-from the port, they took for that pight a chamber at an inn 
near it, because the captain of the vessel was to come and 
fetch him in the morning. He went to bed, and >Ir. 
Springer went to sit in another room with the person of 
the house, with whom he was conversing. They both 
heard a remarkable noise, and. could not apprehend what 
it could be ; and therefore drew near to a door, where there 
was a little window that looked into the chamber where 
Mr. Swedenborg lay. They saw him with his hands raised 
towards heaven, and his body in the greatest agitation. He 
spoke much for the space of half an hour, but they could 
understand nothing of what he said, except, that when he 
4et his hands fall down, they heard him say with a loud 
voice, " My God !" but they could not hear what he said 
more. He remained afterwards very quietly in his bed. 
Mr. Springer entered the chamber with the master of the 
house, and asked him if he was ill. No, said he, but I 
have had a long discourse with some of the heavenly friends, 
land am at this time in a violent sw&at. 

As his effects were embarked on board the vessel, he 
askedthe person of the house ttriet him have a shirt ; he 
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' then went again to bed, and slept till morning. When the 
captain of the vessel came to fetch Mr. Swedenborg, Mr. 
Springer took his reave of him, and wished him a happy 
voyage ; and having asked the captain if he was provided 
with good and necessary provisions, he answered that he 
had as much as was needful for the voyage. On this Swe- 
denborg said, " My friend, we have not need of a great 
quantity ; for this day week we shall, by the aid of God, 
enter into the port of Stockholm, at 2 o'clock." On cap- 
tain Dixon's return, he related to Mr. Springer that this 
happened exactly as Mr. Swedenborg had foretold. Two 
other captains of vessels carried him from England to Swe- 
den, and brought him back from thence. The name of one 
was Harrison, the other Browel. The first mentioned that 
" Mr. Swedenborg kept himself to his bed almost all the 
time of the voyage, spoke much when (apparently) alone, 
and always answered any questions he put to him with 
great sagacity." Captain Harrison further observed, that 
u when Swedenborg was on board his ship, he had the most 
favourable wind, and if he could always have him, he would 
carry him very. willingly for nothing." Captain Browel 
said the same : he carried him from London to Stockholm, 
in a very remarkably short space of time. When he spoke 
of this to Mr. Swedenborg, he replied — " I have always 
been particularly favoured in sea voyages." Mr. Robsahm, 
met him in his carriage, when he was coming to London, 
his last voyage but one, and asked him how he durst un- 
dertake so long a voyage at the age of eighty : Do you 
think, added he, that I shall see you return hither? " Be 
not uneasy, ray friend, (said he) if you live, we shall see 
one another again, for I have yet another voyage of this kind 
to make." He returned accordingly. The last time of his 
departure from Sweden, he went to see Mr. Robsahm on 
the day he was to set out, who therr asked him if they should 
meet again. He answered in a tender and affecting man- 
ner, " I do not know whether I shall return ; but am as- 
sured I shall not die before I have finished the publication 
of the book entitled True Christian Religion, and for 
which only I am now about to depart. But should we not 
see one another more in this lower world, we shall in the 
presence of the Lord our good Father, if we observe to do 
his commandments." He then took a cheerful leave, and 
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went with an apparent vigour of body of a man of thirty 
years of age. 

Mr. Robsahm once asked him, if it was worth while to 
take notice of dreams. He answered, that " at this time 
the Lord seldom gives revelations in dreams, yet it may 
* happen that such as understand correspondences may 
draw advantage from them ; in the same manner as a per- 
son awake may prove his inward state by comparing his 
own will with the precepts of the Lord." 

Having mentioned the tender and affectionate manner 
in which Swedenborg took leave of his friend Mr. Rob- 
sahm, the last time of his departure from Sweden, we shall 
now proceed tow ards the close of the life of this eminent 
and; extraordinary man. 

He embarked for Amsterdam towards the middle of the 
year 1 770, as appears by his letter of the 1 2th June of that 
year, addressed to the universities and academies of Upsal, 
Lund, and Abo ; on his arrival in that city, he superin- 
tended the edition of his last work, (entitled True Chris- 
tian Religion^ containing the universal Theology of the 
New Church) with an astonishing activity for a man of bis 
years ; as is remarked by * gentleman who resided there 
at the time, in a letter bearing date January 26, 1771, 
wherein among other particulars he expresses himself as 
follows : " He (Swedenborg) is now indefatigably em- 
ployed in bringing forward his new work, and I must say, 
in a manner quite astonishing, and indeed more than hu- 
man ; for he has sixteen pages printed every week, half 
smaller than that of all his other works. Only consider, 
that for every printed page he must write out four pages 
of MS. copy, and he has two sheets or sixteen pages quarto 
printed weekly ; so that he must write out eight sheets 
per week. He saith this work will contain about eighty 
sheets ;* and what to me is quite incomprehensible, he 

* This work was indeed comprised in 68 sheets, but had Swe- 
denborg been able at that time to have completed and subjoined to 
it the whole of his appendix, it is more than probable, it would 
, have exactly answered to the above number. Speaking of this 
appendix, we will beg leave to observe, that what was printed in 
London after his decease, is but an incomplete part of the same ; 
the truth is, (as we were informed by Dr. Messeter, in whose hands 
this valuable manuscript was left) that nearly one half of the copy 
had been mislaid, and finally lost, at the doctor's house. 
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never has a single line left behind. He has calculated 
already that the whole cannot be completed before Mi- 
chaelmas," &c. 

When Swedenborg had finished this most important 
work, he returned to England, where he was for a while 
employed in the composition of an appendix to it ; but to- 
wards the latter end of the year 177 1 , he was attacked with 
a stroke of the palsy, of which, however, he gradually re- 
covered, as will appear from the following affidavit of Rich- 
ard Shearsmith and his wife, the people with whom he 
lodged at the time of his death ; which affidavit was taken 
in 1785, in order to refute an insidious calumny propagat- 
ed against this extraordinary man after his decease, by one 
of his own country, a clergyman, who had always been his 
bitterest enemy, namely, the Rev. Mr. Matthesius, who 
maliciously published the infamous report of Swedenborg's 
having been mad, which was also charitably introduced by 
Mr. John Wesley in his Armenian Magazine. Matthesius, 
to complete his revenge against the writings of a good man* 
(who during his life never did him or any other person the 
least injury) gave it out after his death that Swecrenborg, 
in his last hours, had made an open recantation of all his 
theological tenets. It is very remarkable, that since this 
manifest act of profanation, Matthesius has been very se- 
verely punished, by being seized with madness himself, 
which happened publicly one day when he was in the 
Swedish church, and about to preach, and which increased 
to such a degree, that he was officially recalled from his 
place which he held here in the Swedish church, and is 
still living in the same state in Westrogothia, an awful ex- 
am pie of the dreadful visitation which often awaits pro- 
fanators of the truth. As such invidious reports* however, 
gained ground abroad, mud greatly prevailed with some, so 
as to reject the truth offered in our author's writings, it 
-was thought necessary, in 1 785, to clear up this dangerous 
report of Swedenborg's pretended recantation. In conse- 
quence of this resolution, Mr. Thomas Wright, of the 
Poultry, watchmaker to his majesty, and Mr. Robert 
Kind marsh, of Clerkenwell Close, printer to his royal 
highness the prince of Wales, went together to the house 
of Mr. Richard Shearsmith, peruke maker in Cold Bath 
JFields, where Swedenborg resided at the time of his death, 
and there were informed that the whole of the report was 



28 

a, contrived falsehood of Matthesius's own Invention, and 
the said Shearsmith and his wife offered to make their so- 
lemn affidavit of the same, which was accordingly done 
before the lord mayor of London for the time being* in 
manner and substance as follows : 

Affidavit ttiken before the Right Hon. Thomas Wrighty 
then Lord Mayor of the City of London, on the 2Mh 
JYovember y 1785, viz. 

" That towards Christmas 1771, Mr Swedenborg had a 
stroke of the palsy, which deprived him of his speech, 
which he soon recovered, but yet remained very weak and 
infirm. That towards the end of February 1772, he de- 
clared to Elizabeth Shearsmith (then Reynolds) and to 
Richard Shearsmith's first wife (then living) that he should 
die on such a day ; and that the said Elizabeth Shearsmith 
thinks she can safely affirm on her oath he departed this 
life exactly on the very day he had foretold, that is, one 
montb^after his prediction. That about a fortnight before 
his death he received the Lord*s supper from the hands of 
Mr. Ferelius, a Swedish minister, to whom he earnestly 
recommended to abide in the truth contained in his writ- 
ings. That a little while before Mr. Swedenborg's decease 
he was deprived of his spiritual sight, on which account be- 
ing brought into very great tribulation, he vehemently 
cried out, O my God! hast thou then wholly forsaken thy 
servant * at last! But a few days after he recovered again 
his spiritual sight, which circumstance appeared to make 
him completely happy, that this was the last of his trials. 
That during bis latter days, even as on the former, he re- 
tained all his good sense and memory in the most complete 
manner. That on the Lord's day, 25th March, hearing 
the clock strike, Mr. Swedenborg asked his landlady and 
her maid, who were then both sitting by his bed side, what 
it was o'clock, and on being answered it was 5 o'clock, he 

• The gentleman from whose letter we have given an extract, 
farther observes, with respect to the title assumed by Swedenborg 
in his last printed work, namely, that of the Servant of the Lord, 
"- according to my way of thinking, I could not conceal from him 
my astonishment, on his giving himself the character of a Servant 
ot the Lord Jesus Christ ;" but he replied, / have aslced % and 1 
have not only obtained leave, but even received express and positix* 
orders $o to do. 
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replied, " It \9well % I thank you, God ble9* you both" and 
then a little moment after he gently gave up. the ghost. 
Moreover, that on the day before, and on that of his de- 
parture, Mr. Swedenborg received no visits of any friend 
whatever, and these deponents never heard him, either 
then or before, utter any thing that had the least appear* 
ance of, or relation to a recantation." 

RICHARD SHEARSMITH. 
ELIZABETH SHEARSMITH. 
Sworn 24th Nov. 1785, before me, 

THOxMAS WRIGHT, Mavor. 

To this affidavit (saith the French editor of the excellent 
abridgment of Swedenborg's works printed at Strasbourg 
in 1788) we will add, having received it from creditable 
persons, that a few days before Swedenborg's death his in- 
timate friend * addressed him in the following manner: "In 
the name of God, in whose presence you are soon going 
to appear, and in the name of sacred friendship, declare to 
me, I beseech you, if all you have written is truth itself?** 
Swedenborg answered him," The doctrine I have set forth 
to the world is true, it has been revealed to me, and from 
and after the year 1780 it will spread very much." 

• As a strong confirmation of the above testimony, I, Benedict 
Chastatuer, M. D. surgeon, of No. 62, Tottenham Court Road, am 
happy in being able to declare, that 1 had it from the month of the 
late Rev. Dr. Hartley, that he was the very friend alluded to in the 
above article ; for this respectable clergyman of the church of 
England declared to me, on the very first visit he paid me in 1778 
at my house then in Grafton-street, Soho, that three or four days 
before Swedenborg's death he waited on him with I)r. Messeter, 
and in the doctor's presence earnestly pressed him openly to de- 
clare whether all he had written was strictly true, or whether any 
part or parts thereof were to be excepted ? " I have written, an- 
swered Swedenborg, with a degree of warmth, nothing but the 
truth, as you will have it more and more confirmed hereafter all the 
" days of your life, provided you always keep close to the Lord, and 
forth fatty serve him alone, in shunning evils of all kinds as sins 
against him, and diligently searching his sacred word, which from 
beginning to end bears incontesttble testimony to the truth of the 
doctrines I have delivered to the world." Dr. Messeter, lately 
deceased, has also more than once affirmed to me this plain de- 
claration of his intimate friend, Dr. Thomas Hartley, as witness 
my hand on the Lord's day, 9th of May, 1790. 

BENEDICT CHASTAN1BH. 
D2 



s* 



ANECDOTES 

OF 

BARON SWEDENBORG, 

CONTAINED IN THE FOLLOWING ADVERTISEMENT, 

Which was printed and published by John Lewis, of London, in the 
year 1750. 

" Be it known unto all the learned and curious, that this 
day is published, the first number of drcana Celeatia, or 
Heavenly Secrets, which are in the Sacred Scriptures, or 
Word of the Lord laid open : as they are found in the six- 
teenth chapter of Genesis ; together with the wonderful 
things that have been seen in the World of Spirits, and in 
%he Heaven of Angels. 

" This work is intended to be such an exposition of the 
whole Bible as was never attempted in any language be- 
fore. The author is a learned foreigner, who wrote, and 
printed the first volume of the same work last ytar, all in 
Latin, which may be seen at my shop in Paternoster Row. 

" And now the second volume is printing both in Latin 
and English ; to be published in cheap numbers, that the 
public may have it in an easier manner, in either tongue, 
than in whole volumes. 

" It must be confessed that this nation abounds with a 
variety of commentaries and expositions on the Holy Bible ; 
yet when we consider what an inexhaustible fund of know- 
ledge the sacred Scriptures contain, the importance of the 
subjects it treats of, and the vast concern every man has 
in those things they relate and recommend, we may cease 
to wonder that so many ingenious pens have been employ- 
ed in sounding the depths of this vast ocean ; and he must 
be a very dull writer indeed, who does not find a pretty 
large number of readers for any work he may publish of 
this kind. I would be far from depreciating the merit of 
any man's performance ; nay, I will allow, that it is owing 
to the labours of learned and pious men, in their disquisi- 
tions after truth in the Bible, that we of this kingdom have 
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been enabled to discern truth from error, and to know more 
of the mind and will of God in his Word, tharrihe priests 
of Rome were willing we should. Yet give me leave to 
add, that these sac if d writings are capable of speaking to 
the heart and understanding of men, by more ways than 
have been thought of or put in practice ; and he who can 
discover new treasures in these sacred mines, and produce 
from them such rich jewel* as were never yet seen by the eye 
of man, will undoubtedly challenge our strictest attention} 
and deserve encouragement in his pious labours. This 
then may be said of our author. He hath struck out a new 
path through this deep abyss, which no man ever trod be- 
fore ; he has left all the commentators and expositors to 
stand on their own footing ; he neither meddles nor inter- 
feres with any of them ; his thoughts are all his own ; and 
the ingenious and sublime turn he has given to every tiling 
in the Scripture, he has copied from no man ; and there- 
fore, even in this respect, he hath some title to the regard 
of the ingenious and learned world. 

" It is true, when a reader comes to peruse his work, if 
he expects to understand him with a slight and cursory 
reading, he will find himself greatly mistaken; his thoughts 
are too sublime and lofty to be surveyed with a weak or a 
wanton eye ; his language is quite different from the com- 
mon modes of speech ; and his sense is sometimes so deep 
and profound, as not to be readily apprehended by a com- 
mon understanding. Whoever therefore takes this book 
in hand, and finds passages in it not easily intelligible, let 
him not throw it by as a thing of no value, nor content him- 
self with a bare perusal : but let him read it over and over 
again ; let him study the drift and design of the author ; 
and I will answer for it, that the more and oftener he reads 
it, the more instruction and delight he will receive from 
it. The author has a depth, which if once fathomed (and 
it is not unfathomable) will yield the noblest repast to a pi- 
ous mind. But if any one imagines that I say this to puff 
a book, in the sale of which my interest is so nearly con- 
cerned, any gentleman is welcome to peruse it at my shop, 
and to purchase it or not, as his own judgment shall direct 
him. 

"Nothing recommends a book more effectually to the 
public than the eminence and credit of its author; nothing 
is more-notorious, than that a weak performance, if it ap- 
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pears under a great name, shall be better received in the 
world tha* the most sublime and ingenious productions of 
an obscure person; so that it is not merit but prejudice 
that- generaly governs the judgment of men. 

« Though the author of Arcana Ctlertia is undoubtedly 
a very learned and great man, and his works highly es- 
teemed by the literati, yet he is no less distinguished for 
his modesty than his great talents, so that he will nQt suf- 
fer his name* to be made public. But though I am posi- 
tively forbid'to discover that, yet I hope he will excuse me 
if I venture to mention his benign and generous qualities. 
How he bestowed his time and labours in former years, I 
am not certainly informed ; (though I have heard by those 
who have been long acquainted with him, that they were 
employed in the same manner as I am going to relate) but 
what I have been an eye-witness to I can declare with cer- 
tain truth ; and therefore I do aver, that this gentleman, 
with indefatigable pains and labour, spent one whole year 
in studying and writing the first volume of Arcana C ale alia > 
was at the expense of two hundred pounds to print it, and 
also advanced two hundred pounds more for the printing 
of this second volume ; and when he had done this, he gave 
express orders that all the money that should arise in the 
sale of this large work should be given towards the charge 
of the propagation of the gospel. He is so far from de- 
siring to make a gain of his labours, that he will not re- . 
ceive one farthing back of the four hundred pounds he 
hath expended ; and for that reason his works will come 
exceeding cheap \o the public. , 

<< I further declare I have not the least reason in the 
world to believe him a bigot to any mode- or method of re- 
ligion ; I know not what community he belongs to, or 
whether he belongs to any ; if any one can guess by his 
writings, he knows where to find them. But it matters not 
what or who the person is that writes, if his writings are 
founded on truth, and agreeable to such learned men as are 
competent judges of them The deepest and most learned, 
as well as most valuable pieces, are sometimes misunder- 
stood and rejected many years, even by learned men them- 
selves ; to instance only three performances out of the 
many that might be produced, viz. Locke on Human Un- 
derstanding, Milton's Paradise Lost, and Prideaux's Con- 
nexion of the Old and New Testament. Those who have 
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'been conversant with books, especially in the trading way, 
cannot be ignorant of the difficulties these valuable pieces 
have met with iu making their way into the world : and it 
is as remarkable now to observe, how they have been 
called for and admired for many years past. 

" How this great work of Arcana Calestia will succeed 
in the world, is impossible at present to determine. If all 
men of learning were of the same mind with the ingenious 
and pious Mr. Penny, of Dartmouth, we need not fear suc- 
cess: for in his letter to me on the publication of the first 
volume, are these following words : 4< I have long ardent- 
ly wished to see the historical part of the Old Testament, 
which seems only to regard the Jewish dispensation, (and 
upon that account too lightly regarded by the major part 
of the present Christian world) proved to be as dt?ligfi(ful % 
"instructive, and as necessary for the knowledge of Chris- 
tians, as the New. This Arcana Calestia gives me the 
fullest satisfaction of," etc. A copy of this letter was 
printed at large in the Daily Advertiser of Christmas day, 
1749. Now this delightful, instructive and necessary 
knowledge, cannot be expected from this part of Holy 
Writ, unless the historical part of the Old Testament be 

, allegorized in some such manner as our Latin author ha> 
here done it. And the great and learned, as well as in- 
spired St. Paul, clearly gives encouragement to this way 
of writing, Gal. iv. 24. And our author neither rejects 
nor disturbs the literal sense by his allegorical exposi- 
tion. 

" Soon after the publication of Mr. Penny's letter be- 
fore mentioned, a grave, judicious, and learned gentleman 
was pleased to call at one of the booksellers where this 
famous Latin book was appointed to be sold : and when 
he. had cast his eye over part of the work, he inquired 
who the author was ; but heing told that the author 
would not be known, " Well, (said the gentleman) I con- 
fess that at these years I am not fond of new acquaintance, 
but should be extremely glad to have some conversation 
with him : for (continued he with great earnestness) I 
never saw nor heard, nor read of so surprising a man in all 
my days !" 

" Any one of small judgment may guess at the cheapness 
of the work, when he is informed that six hundred and forty 
quarto pages in Latin, of the first volume, are sold for no 
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more than six sellings unbound. But this second volume, 
which is now publishing in Latin and English, will be 
unaccountably cheap, as any one may conclude* even 
by the postage of the Latin copy from abroad : for the bare 
postage of this first number cost no less than twelve shil- 
lings, and now it is printed, doth make fifty-two quarto 
pages in the English tongue ; and all to be sold for no more 
than eight-pence, which is not half the price that such a 
quantity of paper and print is generally sold for. The 
postage of the second number came to eight shillings ; 
and that of the third amounted 10 one pound two shillings; 
and yet these two numbers are to be sold for no more than 
nine-pence each ; so that from hence it is easy to imagine 
how cheap the whole will be, especially when printed in 
such a grand and pompous manner at so low a price. But 
it is the generous author's absolute command that it should 
be so, who, it is plain, wants neither purse nor spirit to 
cany on his laudable undertaking. 

" As the copy comes from a foreign country, and as one 
number may contain near double the quantity of another, 
it is utterly impossible to fix a certain regular time for 
the publication of each. But this the public may be as- 
sured of, that when a fresh number is published, it shall 
'be advertised in the newspapers. Those who are pleased 
to give their orders to the news- carriers, will have every 
number as certainly as though they were apprized of the cer- 
tain time of its coming out. And the price will be printed 
on the title of eacjb English number, (and every Latin 
number will be of the same price as the English) so that 
the readers may he sure that they will not be imposed 
upon ; for sometimes the bulk of the book will plainly 
appear to be worth five times as much as will be required 
for ft. 

u Those who are so happy as to be well acquainted with 
the Latin tongue, will be highly delighted with the author's 
elegant and sublime language." 



In Baron Swedenborg's Treatise on the Creation of the 
Earthy published in your first volume, is contained the 
following words: « Thus seven planets were excluded at 
once from the sun, as from the womb/ 9 etc. See volmme 



35 

i. page 123. From this passage it Is plain, that Baron 
Swedenborg was apprized of the actual existence of seven 
primary planet's, though all the other philosophers of his 
day were acquainted with no more than str,viz. Mercury, 
Venus, the Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. The Moon 
is not a primary planet, but a secondary one, and is ex- 
pressly considered as such in the same paragraph to which 
this communication refers : so that it is impossible the au- 
thor could mean to include the Moon as one of the seven : 
for he says, that besides those seven % some of them had 
satellites revolving round them in small orbits, and then 
instances the Moon as a secondary planet appointed to at- 
tend the Earth. Swedenborg's treatise on the Origin of 
the Earth was published in Latin in the year 1745 ; and 
k was not till the year 1781 that Dr. Herschel discovered 
the seventh primary planet, called Georgium Sidus. The 
honour of the Jirst discovery therefore evidently belongs to 
Baron Swedenborg. But we do not hereby mean to lessen 
the merit of Dr. Herschel, who is also justly entitled to 
his full share of praise, for making the same discoveiy at 
a later day, and for particularizing the planet's situation 
and motions in the heavens. As Baron Swedenborg was 
not in the habit of making actual observations, not being 
provided with the instruments necessary for that purpose, 
it is highly probable that he received his information of a 
seventh primary planet from the spiritual world, the truth 
of which has since been confirmed by the astronomical 
observations of Dr. Herschel. 

VERITAS. 

T was much pleased with the anecdote in the last num- 
ber of you* Magazine, concerning the existence of seven 
primary planets in our solar system, So plainly asserted by 
Swedenborg in bis Treatise on the Origin of the Earth, 
published in the year 1745. A few evenings since, convers- 
ing with a friend on the same subject, we were led to exa- 
mine into some other of the writings of this extraordinary 
man : and in the first volume of his philosophical works, 
part 3, where he treats of the universal chaos, it afforded 
lis additional pleasure to find that seven primary planets 
-were there likewise mentioned, and actually delineated. 
This important and valuable work, in 3 volumes folio, was 
printed under the author's own inspection, part at Leipsic, 



88 

Dresden, in 3 vols, folio, in the year 1 734. The first volume 
is entitled, The Principles of Natural Things, or New Es- 
says on the Phenomena of the Elementary World, explain- 
ed philosophically. The second, The Subterranean World, 
or a Treatise on Iron, and the various methods employed 
in different parts of Europe for the liquefaction of Iron, 
and converting of iron into steel : of Iron Ore, and the ex- 
amination of it ; and also of several experiments and chemi- 
cal preparations made with iron and its vitriol. The third, 
The Subterranean world* treating of Copper and Brass, 
and of the various methods which are adopted in different 
parts of Europe for the Liquefaction of Copper, the method 
of separating it from silver, converting it into brass, and 
other metals; of Lapis Calaminaris; of Zinc; of Copper 
Ore, and the Examination of it ; {Hid lastly, of several chemi- 
cal preparation* and experiments made with copper. Each 
volume is subdivided into three sections. There is not a 
more curious work extant thaa the foregoing in Metallur- 
gy ; it is executed with care, and the principles of the 
author, as well as the various operations of the mines, are 
illustrated by 155 copper-plate*. In the first volume he 
considers the great edifice of th< universe, and explains its 
various phenomena with wonderful sagacity : he has in 
particular treated at large of thevariation of the magnetic 
needle. The second part of ths work, which treats of 
iron, has been translated into Frach, and inserted in the 
Description of Arts and Manufactires. 

(*) 16. Prodromus Philosophic, &c. or, A course of 
Philosophical Inquiries on Infinity on the Final Cause of 
the Creation, and on the Mechanise of the Operation of 
the Soul and Body. Dresden, in 8'o. 1733. 

17. CEconomia Regni Animalis, »r, The CEconomy of 
the Animal Kingdom, in two parts. r Ihe first treats of the 
Blood, the Arteries, the Veins, and thi Heart ; with an in- 
troduction to a rational Psychology. The second, of the 
Motion of the Brain, of the Cortical Substance, and of the 
Human Soul. Amsterdam, 1740 and 1741, in 4to. 

18. Regnum Animate, or, The Animal Kingdom, ir 
three parts. The first treats of the Viscera of the Abdo 
men, or the Organs of the lower Region. The second, o 
the Viscera of the Breast, or of the Organs of the superic 
region. The Third, of the Skin, the Touch, and the Tasti 



w 



39 

and of organical forms in general. Part printed at the 
Hague, and part at London, 1744, 1745, in 4to. 

(») 19. De Cultu et Amore Dei, or, Of the Worship 
and Love of God. The first part treats of the Origin of 
the Earth, of Paradise, of the Birth, Infancy, and Love of 
the First Man, or Adam. London, 1744. in 4to. The second 
part treats of the Marriage of the First Man, of the Soul, 
of the Intellectual Spirit, of the State of Integrity, and of 
the Image of God. London, 1745, in 4to. 

(*) 20. Arcana Ccelestia, or Heavenly Mysteries con- 
tained in the Sacred Scriptures, or word of the Lord, mani- 
fested and laid open, in an explanation of the hooks of 
Genesis and Exodus, interspersed with wonderful things 
seen in the World of Spirits, and the Heaven of Angels. 
London, from 1747 to 1 758, in 8 vols. 4to. 

" In tliis work the reader is taught to regard the letter 
of the Sacred Scriptures as the repository of holy and di- 
vine things within ; as a cabinet containing the infinite 
treasures and bright gems of spiritual and celestial wisdom; 
as a throne, whereupon the Great Jehovah sitteth ; and 
therefore must needs feel himself impressed with a wonder- 
ful reverence* towards this holy book, grounded not in a 
mere blind assent to its sanctity, as resulting from educa- 
tion only, but in a real inward perception thereof, as the 
effect of a genuine conviction wrought in the understanding. 
In this case all the apparent inconsistencies and contradic- 
tions of the letter vanish, and no longer give offence, be- 
ing all found reconcileable in the real spiritual and celestial 
senses which they contain. What before seemed nugatory 
and trifling, when viewed only in its outward form and 
figure, now acquireth a divine weight and consequence, by 
being viewed as to its internal form and spirit ; and thus all 
the parts of the letter are justified as worthy of God to 
dictate, and as $ in some respect, more or less remote, con^ 
ducive to the spiritual use and benefit of mau." 

(*) 21. De Coeloet Inferno, or, A Treatise concerning 
Heaven and Hell, and of the wonderful things therein heard 
and seen. London, 1758, 4to. 

•* By this work the reader may attain to some concep- 
tion of the heavenly kingdom, and may learn therein, that 
all the relative duties, all the social virtues, and all the 
tender affections that give consistence and harmony to so- 
ciety, and do honour to humanity, find place and exercise 
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in the utmost purity in those delectable abodes, where 
every thing that can delight the eye, rejoice the heart, en- 
tertain the imagination, or exalt the understanding, con- 
spire with innocence, love, joy, and peace, to bless the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to make glad the 
city of our God. This book may be zealously recom- 
mended to the attention of those who are qualified to re- 
ceive it, as treating of subjects of the greatest importance, 
high as heaven and deep as hell, and comprehending all 
that is within us and without us; as a key that unlocks 
all worlds, and opens to us wonderful mysteries both in 
nature and grace ; as displaying many hidden secrets of 
time and eternity ; as leading us from earth to heaven, 
and bringing us as it were into the company of angels, nay, 
into the presence-chamber of the King of saints and Lord 
of glory. In a word, whatever is most desirable to know, 
whatever most deserving of our affections, and whatever 
is interesting in things pertaining to salvation, are the sub- 
jects of this work." 

(*) 22. De Nova Hierosolyma, or, Of the New Jerusa- 
lem and its Heavenly Doctrine. London, 1758, in 4to. 

(*) 23. De Ultimo Judicio et Babylonia Destructa, or, 
Of the Last Judgment, and of the Destruction of Babylon. 
London, 1758, 4to. 

(*) 24. De Equo Albo, or, Of the White Horse which 
is spoken of in the Revelations. London, 1758, 4to. 

(*) 25. De Telluribus in Universo,or, Of the Planets in 
our Solar System, and the Earths in the Starry Heavens, 
and of their Inhabitants. London, 1758, 4to. 

(*) 26. Doctrina Novae Hierosolymae de Domino, or, 
The Doctrine of the New Jerusalem concerning the Lord. 
Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. This treatise points out to all the 
different appellations of Christians a perfectly comprehen- 
sive view of the object of their faith, as well as the true 
nature of Christian Redemption. 

(*) 27. Doctrina Novae Hierosolymae, &c.or, The Doc- 
trine of the New Jerusalem concerning the Holy Scrip- 
ture, or Word of the Lord. Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. 

(*) 28. Doctrina Vitae pro Nova Hierosolyma, or, The 
Doctrine of Life for the New Jerusalem. Amsterdam, 
1763, 4to. 

(•) 29, Continuatio de Ultimo Judicio, &c. or, A con- 
tinuation of The Last Judgment, and of the Spiritual 
World. Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. 
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t*} 30. Sapientia Angelica deDivino Amore et IHvihtt 
Sapientia, or, Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Love 
and Divine Wisdom. Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. 

(*) 31. Sapientia Angelica de Divina Providentia, or, 
Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Providence* Amster- 
dam, 1764, 4to. 

(*) 32. Apocalypsis Revelata,. or, The Apocalypse Re* 
vealed. Amsterdam, 1764, 4to. 

(*) 33. Delitiae Sapientiae de Amore Conjugiali, or the 
Delights of Wisdom concerning Conjugial Love, after 
which follow the Pleasures of Insanity concerning Scor- 
tatory Love. Amsterdam, 1768, 4to. 

(*) 34. Summaria Expositio, &c. or, A Summary Ex- 
position of the Doctrines of the New Church. Amster- 
dam, 1769, 4to. 

(*) 35. De Commercio Animae et Corporis, or, A Theo- 
sophic Treatise on the Nature of Influx, as it respects 
the Communication and Operation of Soul and Body. 

(*) 36. Vera Christiana, fcc. or, True Christian Reli. 
gion, containing the Universal Theology of the New 
Church, which was foretold by the Lord, in Daniel, chap, 
vii. 13, 14. And in the Apocalypse, chap. xxi. 1, 2. 
Amsterdam, 177 1 # 4to. 

" In this, as well as his other works, our illuminated au- 
thor exposes the vanity of trusting to an empty profession 
of religion, without a good life answerable thereto. He 
enters minutely into the specific difference of works, show- 
ing that they are only truly good which proceed from the 
spirit of love and faith, and that all the others done front 
mere natural impulse, oc from worldly motives of honour, 
interest, or character, have no title to that denomination j 
and he also evidently proves* that what is called faith, as 
separate from charity and good works, is not true faith. 
He opens the doctrine of repentance in its deepest ground, 
and urges the necessity of regeneration, as the creation of 
a new heart and spirit in man, from the condition of his 
fallen nature, painting out at the same time the error of 
ascribing this divine principle to water-baptism, or the sa- 
cramental sign of it. He confirms and inculcates the divi- 
nity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, from the clear- 
est exposition qf gospel truths, and so evinces in a most 
satisfying manner, how the glorified humanity of the Son, 
by a most intimate and essential union with the Father, 
e2 
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like a soul and body in man, character* Jehovah as Godf 
and man in one person; and he guards the doctrine of the 
Sacred Trinity in a very intelligible manner against the 
error of those who figure in their minds three distinct ima- 
ges, forms, qr shapes of the godhead, and so run into men- 
tal tritheism, or a triplicity of gods : He vindicates the di- 
vine attributes from the offensive and reproachful error of 
those who charge the God of infinite love with want of com- 
passion, by ascribing to him an at bitrarious mercy in fa- 
vour of some, whilst he sentences the greater part of man- 
kind by a damnatory decree to unavoidable perdition, prov- 
ing by convincing arguments that the heathen world, under 
their several dispensations, are in a solvable state, and will, 
by a due use of the, means afforded them, be brought into 
the knowledge of the truth hereafter. In a word, he takes 
in the whole system of Christian faith and practice, ex- 
plains and reconciles numberless difficulties and seeming 
differences in the Scriptures with a perspicuous brevity* 
points out the errors of the several churches, and shows 
that the depravity and darkness which has overspread the 
face of Christendom at this time, is the night preceding 
the morning of that day which shall bless the earth with 
the New Jerusalem dispensation, under which Christ's spi- 
ritual kingdom shall be exalted in righteousness and peace 
among men." 

(*) 37. Coronis seu Appendix ad Veram Christianam 
Religionem, or, An Appendix to the Work entitled, True 
Christian Religion, or the Universal Theology of the New 
Church. 

(*} 38. C la vis Hiereglypiuca Arcanorum Naturalium et 
Spiritualium, &c. or, An Hieroglyphic Key to Natural 
and Spiritual Mysteries, by way of Representations and 
Correspondencies. This is a small fragment, but con- 
veys much useful information. 

(*) 39. Summaria Expositio Sensus Intern! Librorum 
Propheticorum Verbi Veteris Test&menti, necnon et Paal- 
snorum Davidis ; or, A Summary Exposition of the Inter- 
nal Sense of the Prophetical Books mthe Old Testament,, 
and of the Psalms of David. With a double index. 

40. Index generate rerum, Sec. or, An Alphabetical In- 
dex of the various Subjects and Names that are contained 
In the word of the Lord. 

(*)4l. Index rerum in Arcanis Coelestibus, or, An la* 
dex to the Arcana Coelestia. 
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42. Index rerum in libro Concordia fia nuncupate, or, 
An Index to a work entitled Concordia Pia, with some 
other pieces. 

(*) 43. Index rerum in Apocalypsi Revelata, or, An. 
Index to the Apocalypse Revealed. 

44. CoJlectio Memorabilium, &c. or, A large collection 
of memorable relations, with an Index, in three volumes 
folio- In this work are several curious particulars con- 
cerning Queen Elizabeth of England, and Queen Christi- 
ana of Sweden, Peter the Great, Pope Sextus V., Charles 
XII., Louis XIV., and others. 

45. Explicatio Librorum Historicorum, &c. or, An 
Explanation of the Historical Books of the Word, and 
also of the Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

(*) 46. Apocalypsis Explicata, &c. or, An Explanation 
of the Book of Revelations, in 4 vols. 4to. In this truly di- 
vine and extraordinary work, the spiritual and hidden sense 
of the Revelations is fully explained, and a great variety 
of the most difficult passages of the Old and New Testa- 
ment clearly elucidated, in a manner at once demonstra- 
tive of the truth of revelation at large, and of the author's 
divine credentials by internal evidence. In the latter part 
of this wonderful explanation are discussed separately, 
though with a view to illustrate the great points contained 
in the body of the work, many interesting and important 
questions, calculated to develop and vindicate the myste- 
rious ways of Providence, and reconcile Christianity with 
true philosophy. 

47. Index particularis Sententiarum, 8cc. or, A parti- 
cular Index of the Passages of Scripture contained in the 
Apocalypsis Explicata. 

(*) 48. Supplementum in Coronide, 8cc. or, A Supple- 
ment to the Appendix of True Christian Religion. 

• (*) 49. Variade Ultimo Judicio, or, Further Parties 
lars respecting the Last Judgment and Spiritual World. 

50. Tractatus de Charitate, or, A Treatise on Charity. 

5 1 . Canones prsecipui Novae Ecclesiae, or, The princi- 
pal Canons of the New Church. 

52. Varia Observata de Domino, Sec. or, Various Ob* 
servations concerning the Lord, on the Athanasian Creed, 
on the Word, on Divine Love and Divine Wisdom, and 
oh Marriage. 



44 

53. Quinque Memorabilia maximi moment!, or fiver 
memorable Relations of the greatest importance. 

54. Fragmenta pretiosa, fee. or, Valuable Fragments 
on the (Economy of the Animal Kingdom, with an excel- 
lent Tract on the Process of Generations. 

(•) 55. Fragmenta nonnulla de Cultuet Amore Dei, or 
Some Fragments on the Worship and Love of God. 

56. Fragmenta quaedam in Opere Minerali, or, Frag- 
ments on Minerals. 

57. Viarium Swedenborgii, or, Swedenborg's Diary of 
his Travels. 

58. Collectio Somniorum Antpris, or, A Collection of 
the Author's Dreams from the year 1736 to 175'5. 

[C7* There are also some other printed pieces and ma- 
nuscripts of our author, of which we can at present give 
no account, not being able to procure them, or to obtain 
an accurate account of their titles, fee. The greatest pa rt 
of his theological works have been translated and publish- 
ed in Germany ; several have been also translated and 
published in France, Denmark and Russia. 



DISSERTATIONS. 



. ON TRUTH. 



Pilate said What is Truth ? John xviii. 38. 

THIS question of most important and extensive mean- 
ing, can only be answered according to the feeble appre- 
hensions of the human mind ; truth in its origin belongs 
to the Deity alone/ Truth is order, the perfection of 
form, or manifestation of good, therefore truth is the form 
of God, whose essence is goodness ; this explanation may 
be illustrated from the natural world, where are corres- 
ponding forms that meet our apprehension. The natural 
sun is an image of what is divine ; its essence is heat, its 
manifestation is light, and these are together the constitu- 
ents of order in the natural world ; the light reveals the 
operation of the sun's heat in the progressive maturity 
of multiplied forms of use and beauty : — Gospel light, or 
spiritual truth, is the manifestation of good, which ani- 
mates with divine heat : 'tis the development of success- 
ive order by which man approaches to the perfection of 
spiritual form, which, when animated by goodness, consti- 
tutes him an image of God. 

As a created being, I desire above all things to be ac- 
quainted with my Creator, to know His nature and attri- 
butes, also to know myself, and what I can do to gain His 
favour and love. Truth tells me what He is, divine truth 
therefore, which can alone discover to man the nature or 
qualities, as well as the will of God, is of infinitely more 
importance than all other truth, which in its infinite diver- 
sity of forms may still be traced to one source ; truth then ' 
in its origin is the Word of God, which Word is the mani- 
festation or form of God, by which He is described and 
seen ; the Word therefore in the beginning was with God> 
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f and as it treated solely of God, in His nature and ki Hi* 

jyonderful works, it was God. 

C~ Truth in its purity can relate only to goodness ; 'tis the 
servant or operating cause to perform its work, its guide 
to lead man to it, its herald to proclaim it, its bosom friend 
in which goodness delights, the touchstone by which its 
properties are tried, known, and brought to light. Truth 
is all that God speaks to man relative to what is divine, 
and to the way that man should walk in, and in a subordi- 
nate sense all that man speaks while he continues faithful 
to the Word of God. When man keeps the command- 
ments he leads a life of truth ; when he loves the com- 
mandments he leads a life of goodness ; thus truth sent 
forth from goodness, which originates in God Himself* re- 
turns to its source ; truth therefore is the bright mirror, 
the manifested form, and the oracle of God- 



On the Power of retaining Truth. \ . 

That a man of a confirmed evil life should hate divine 
truth, is from the very nature of evil. Truth discovers to 
him his own hideous form. If from the memory only he 
views it, he looks with oblique or half averted eyes; he 
obnsiders truth as a tiresome monitor, that is always find- 
ing fault, and always imposing a task ; and if the early 
impressions on his memory did not retain some indelible 
record of its precepts, he would totally shut his mind 
against it. — When remorse follows guilt, it is at first the 
offspring of fear ; if, however, there is a degree of acknow- 
ledgment that what was done was wrong, accompanied with 
a degree of self condemnation, 'tis the first dawn of the 
mind's reform, and is a faint earnest of future obedience ; 
when truth from the memory is confirmed in the under- 
standing out of regard to its documents, 'tis a further ad- 
vancement in the admission of truth ; in this stage, evil, 
when from strong propensities it recurs, is as often con- 
demned, till affection, or the will, by insensible degrees, 
first espouses the cause of truth, and afterwards of good- 
ness ; after this, anxiety and pain never cease to accom- 
pany the commission of evil, even in its slightest visible 
operations. ' As the will is more and more confirmed, and 
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the affections gather strength, evil is put away successively, 
and when it occasionally returns, the pain and anguish in- 
crease, till at last they grow intolerable ; the will in pro- 
portion as it acquires settled habits of goodness, increases 
in the love of truth, and has more frequent returns of tran- , 
quillity and peace. -— i 

Truth has no abiding place with man till it is received 
into the affections ; it then operates in the life and increa- 
ses by new acquisitions without end: it is the food by 
which his spiritual life is sustained. — Remarkable instan- 
ces have occurred of brilliant attainments in truth for a 
time, when only the love of fame, or gain, or of rule and 
pre-eminence have presided in the will, but led on by 
such principles the acquisitions are flighty and not solid. 
Let but attentive observation watch the event, and most 
egregious falsehoods will ere long present a chequered 
scene ; the apparent leading truths will vanish at intervals 
like falling stars, or will expire like flowers cut off from 
their parent roots ; the light of truths without the love of 
them is a transient meteor, and their apparent flame a mere 
phosphorus ; as the body without the soul is dead, so truth 
without a genuine affection is a mere carcass. 



That all Worldly Possessions and Attainments must end 
in Disappointment^ if Temporal be not joined to SfiU 
ritual Fiexus. 

That this is an incontrovertible truth, the daily expe- 
perience of the young* and the more mature and settled 
experience of the old, will continually confirm ; and it 
can only be doubted by those minds that are lost even to 
insanity in temporal pursuits, who from an ardent love of 
the world would fain disprove what they every day la- 
ment, that they are disappointed and unhappy* They 
have accustomed themselves to wear a mask till they can- 
not bear to go without it, and would endeavour, to esta- 
blish a lasting gratification in the opinion of others who 
may believe them possessed of what they daily sigh for. 
The very nature of the soul, which is immortal, can only 
be satisfied with immortal possessions ; all things which 
begin and end with time are of no more estimation in the 
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truly religious mirtd, than in the degree in which they are 
made subservient to eternal purposes; in themselves they 
are transient and perishing. 

Honours, riches, pre-eminence and power, may be all 
rendered subservient to the cause of religion and virtue, 
and in this new creation of their uses may be pronounced 
very good j but considered in themselves, as they will 
come to nothing, so they are nothing. Ask the youth on 
whom religion and virtue have made some early impres- 
sions, in what estimation he holds his worldly pleasures 
and gratifications, when he returns to his serious, silent, 
and monitory reflections, and he will candidly own that 
they are vain, delusive and unprofitable ; that if he can 
find only one friend in the world who so estimates them, 
one of his truest satisfactions would be a frequent and an 
uninterrupted intercourse with such a friend on more in- 
teresting and more elevated subjects. In his riper years 
he will confirm more and more the estimate made in his 
youth ; his pursuit of virtuous attainments will become 
more steady and more ardent with his advancing years, 
till all his thoughts, words and actions will have eternal 
purposes in them, and will serve at once to render him 
more and more useful here, and to prepare him for a bet- 
ter state. Virtue is eternal, and the mind that is soberly 
impressed with its dictates to the constant practice of them, 
lives in eternity even while in time, and will find time tru- 
ly delightful in the degree in which it opens the prospect 
of eternity. The mind that would shut out this prospect se- 
parates itself from religious virtue, and meets with inces- 
sant disappointment ; it will not own the truth, because 
it does not love truth, for truth leads to virtue, and virtue 
to eternal delight. Should the aged advise, their coun- 
sel is disregarded, as having outlived their enjoyments, 
though the calm and sober satisfactions which virtue 
brings, will increase to the last moment of a man's life. 
-Should the young advise, their observations are of no ac- 
count ; they are thought as yet unacquainted with the 
world. Thus is all admonition lost on the disciple of 
' falsehood ; and admonition slighted is misery secured. 
Man was created for happiness, it is true, even in this 
world, but according to the laws of happiness ; from, a 
breach of the divine commandments, or of the laws of hap- : 
piness, which regard even the inmost thoughts and afTec- 



tions, are derived the innumerable forms of human mise- 
ry which we daily meet with. 

Those whose elevated affections, and whose upright in- 
tentions and conduct open to them the cheering prospect 
of eternity, will find by a humble dependence on the Di- 
vine Providence, the secret of soothing adversity, and of 
giving tenfold enjoyments to the swift career of time ; 
while those who from aversion, or from a cold disregard 
to religious instruction and practice, shut out the prospect 
of eternity, will not only have an eternity to dread, but 
will of consequence inevitably deprive themselves, during 
their whole lives, of the true and heartfelt enjoyments of 
time. 



On the Expediency which is often experienced, of a 
Straifness in Worldly Possessions and Enjoyments for 
the Advancement of our Progress in Spiritual Life, 

After the understanding has been enlightened and the 
affections have begun to receive new life from the divine 
Word, the will principle of man, which must at length be 
subdued, occasionally submits and occasionally prevails. 
While man continues under the influence of the Divine 
will, a new order takes place which is but faintly under- 
stood, and the old will often ensnare the understanding to 
condemn what it cannot comprehend. A privation of 
worldly possessions and enjoyments when a new-born cha- 
rity has just begun to warm the heart, and the being forced 
into worldly difficulties after having willingly parted with 
worldly pursuits for the sake of the heavenly kingdom, 
appears a counteracting rather than a meliorating process, 
and we often lament in the bitterness of anguish, that we 
cannot go to heaven by the way that we should choose : 
but during the infant stages of regeneration, while the 
first emotions of our charity are yet in a blended principle, 
had we ample means for its external operation, are we 
sure that in the exercises of it there would be no triumph ? 
Might we not often mistake the state of others, and by an 
ill-timed aid, impede the trials which others must under- 
go ? Would there be no danger for our temperance at the 
table of luxury ? for our humility in the courts of pride ? 



and for our sincerity among flatterers ? We know not 
whither great worldly means might lead us ; and if in the 
course of Divine Providence we are deprived of them, it 
must assuredly be for our advantage here or hereafter. 
The dissipations of the world which we might be drawn 
into, when we proposed to avoick them, might deprive us 
of the benefit of interior trials and temptations to which a 
retired and forlorn state from worldly privations will often 
form a basis. To J earn to forgive injuries is more diffi- 
cult than to bestow bounties, and injuries will abound 
when adversity prevails; and when many false friends, 
from whom it is expedient that we should be separated, 
will fall off like autumnal leaves. To prefer dependence 
to possession, relying on the Lord alone in every .effort 
that we make, is a state that we cannot arrive at till our 
usual supports are taken from us ; it is not in a calm sea 
that the mariner's heart fails him, but in the trying tem- 
pest which defies his utmost skill. The world at present 
is in the very consummation of false principles and evils, 
and great are the advantages of often retiring from it, by 
self examination, by instruction from, and by sweet repose 
in the Divine Word. 

The man of worldly prosperity, who from natural be- 
gins to acquire spiritual views, will often , languish for a 
change in external things : he grows weary of worldly sub- 
jects that are void of life ; he returns to the iestive board, 
but sickens at the repast ; his worldly friends and acquain- 
tances are again invited, but the inward affections mourn, 
while the external mind labours in vain to exert a cheer- 
fulness which it cannot feel ; his former delights now 
weigh like heavy burdens from which he knows not how 
to disengage himself, nor can he conjecture by what means 
such long established connexions are to be broken. An 
unexpected Inisfortune takes place, which on a sudden 
changes the scene, and in the midst of surrounding diffi- 
culties his free spirit begins to breathe a new atmosphere, 
but scarce is he released from the bondage of Egypt, when 
he finds himself at the gate of the trying wilderness ; in 
travelling through it, his fainting heart will often recoil, 
and he will at times be brought to the very brink of de- 
spair, when deprived at once of his worldly and spiritual 
comforts ; but let him strive to possess his soul in patience 
and humble dependence on the Lord, who will in the hour 
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of his greatest need give him manna from heaven) and 
water from the rock ; he will find l>oth in the Word of 
Life, and enjoy that fit measure of worldly comforts which 
the Lord only knows, and will not fail to provide, till he 
arrive at the land that floweth with railk and honey, his 
eternal abode in the heavens, where his tears will be turn- 
ed into joy, and all his cares into the delightful rest of 
heavenly uses for ever. 



Concerning the Internal Word, as to its Advantages and 
Effects. 

When the affections as well as the understanding are 
introduced to the internal Word at this day revealed, and 
the life corresponds to its dictates, man becomes an inha- 
bitant of the heavenly kingdom as to his spirit, and is a 
mere sojourner on earth, which like the letter of the 
Word supplies him with corresponding forms of his hea- 
venly inheritance ; in contemplating the order and beauty 
©f the heavenly kingdom which the messenger of the new 
dispensation has been allowed to visit, that he might de- 
scribe them, he views the surpassing delight of eternity 
when compared with time, and of infiuitude when compa- 
red with space. A world where the spiritual form, the 
companion of a free spirit can roam at- large, and with a 
single desire be transported from orb to orb without the 
confinement of space, and possessing in its own mind the 
heaven which it inhabits. 'Tis a heartfelt privilege, 
while in the present world, to enjoy the certainty of soon 
leaving it; friends and acquaintances daily fall around us, 
death carries on an unrelenting and exterminating warfare 
upon our perishable material forms, and a tranquil delight 
is perceived in every token of their decay, since death is 
no more than the throwing off a material covering intended 
and provided only for the first budding forth of our exist- 
ence, and even this is capable of real delights when fed 
from the living fountain. — By the internal Word we are 
presented with a more sublime view of the infinite love of 
the Deity, and of the more refined operations of charity ; 
of the true nature of genuine faith, which, when disunited 
from charity, is a mere name ;-— the trinity comprised in 
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the manifested Saviour, the Jehovah that was to appear on 
earth, has ceased to distract the mind by human inventions, 
which have by a false conception of three distinct persons 
instead of properties, confused the understanding, and m 
a cloud of inconceivable difficulties, have for centuries 
estranged the church irom God. 

By a more clear and enlarged idea of the Deity we are 
brought nearer to Him ; our worship is more animated, 
our love becomes more ardent, and from the love of the 
Supreme Being, our charity will become more active and 
extensive, and our self-examination more watchful and 
more refined.— The satisfaction of doing good which we 
are led to by numberless means, while our constant atten- 
tion is to shun evil, will be renewed with every rising sun ; 
the hours of retirement will be sweetened with heavenly 
contemplation, and the busy hours of life, though oppress- 
ed with many uncongenialities, will be patiently sustained ; 
every thing imparts a blessing, when all things have their 
use, and all things have their use when God is in all -our 
thoughts ;— the tendency of these thoughts in which God 
is, is always to our neighbour's good, either nearly or re- 
motely: anxieties which darken, and temptations which 
excite despondency, will ultimately confirm our depend- 
ence on Divine Providence ; this will gradually enable us 
to rise above the trials which temptations bring, till our in- 
ward peace becomes more and more permanent. The 
Lord's words, which are spirit and life, become a dead let- 
ter, when the mind by yielding too much to worldly prin- 
ciples becomes restless and untranquil ; when the Lord is 
in the holy temple of our renewed affections, thoughts, 
and inmost desires, all the earth will keep silence before 
him, and we shall be directed on our way. 



On the indispensable Necessity of acquiring a Mild and 
Gentle Spirit^ as the Genuine Test of the Operation of 
the Internal Word on the Affections and Life. 

In the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg we find the 
following interesting passages, to which very many more 
might be added to the same purpose. 

Truth from good is soft and geatle, falsehood from evil 



S3 

is hard and fierce, hence the origin of hard and bitter 
speeches. A. C. 6359. . 

Every natural affection as it ascends towards interior 
principles, or towards heaven, becomes milder, an^ at 
length is changed into a heavenly affection. A. ,C. 3909. 

As sound Which is on high, where the atmosphere is 
more pure, is tacit, but when it descends to the inferior or 
more dense atmosphere is louder and more sonorous, so 
divine truth and divine good are in their elevated state pa- 
cific, and altogether undisturbed ; but when they fall to 
lower degrees grow unpacific, and at length tumultuous. 
A. C. 8823. 

Goodness of disposition manifests itself by gentleness 
and sweetness, by gentleness in that it is afraid to do hurt, 
and by sweetness in that it loves to do good.-— Pla. Jufi. 50. 

The life of our Lord on earth was the most perfect pat- 
tern of mildness and of gentleness.— When His disciple* 
would have brought down fire from heaven to consume 
their adversaries, he mildly rebuked them^ saying, " Ye 
know not what spirit ye are of." When they seemed dis- 
posed to desert Him, He made this affectionate appeal to 
them, " Will ye also go away ?" When Peter had thrice 
denied him, " He looked on him, and Peter remembered 
his words;'* Under the pangs of crucifixion, He prayed 
for his murderers with His dying breath. 

The spirit of violence, of impatience, of impetuosity, 
of pre-eminence, of the love of dominion from the love of 
self, are the very spirit of antichrist, whatever softer name 
may be given it by insidious^ evil spirits ; zeal is the apo- 
logy they constantly supply for the disorder they unceas- 
ingly create ; this false and intemperate zeal induced Peter 
to draw his sword. John had not less zeal, who lay on his . 
Saviour's bosom, and whose mild and persevering endea- 
vour was to win men to his love. 'Tis the common prac- 
tice of intemperate zeal, to sour the minds of men by vo- 
ciferous and violent argument : this willoften prevent their 
seeing truth, as much as their constantly presenting it in 
battle array will prevent the loving and obeying it; so to 
conduct ourselves as to endeavour to meet the apprehen- 
sion of others, and to court it by a genuine display of the 
mild and orderly operation of truth on ourselves, is the 
way of wisdom ; — in offering truth^we should show the good 
it has led to in ourselves, to invite others to seek the same 
» 2 
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good. Truth led on by worldly principles is loud, imperi- 
ous, impatient, self-applauding and triumphant; conducted 
by heavenly principles is candid, mild, patient, yielding, 
accommodating, engaging, yet sincere and steadfast. The 
man in heavenly principles will travel out of his way to 
bring the wanderer home, and if he cannot awaken his un- 
derstanding will gradually strive to impress his heart. In 
the well prepared mind, the influx of heavenly truth is tran- 
quil as the silent dew softly descending into a fleece of wool. 

Do the disciples of the new dispensation meet for the 
delight of conversing on the sublime truths of the eternal 
Word, and do they suffer disputation and discordance to 
prevail ? This would be to shut out the sun's rays instead 
of showing their beauty in a prism. Minds not in unison, 
cannot dwell together upon heavenly truth : it would be a 
concert without harmony. The love of truth cannot abide 
with any form of the self-seeking principle. 

Our surest remedy against a spirit of strife and conten- 
tion will be found, in our constant prayer for strength to 
resist all disorderly tendency of the mind and its affec- 
tions ; to watch the first ebullition of anger, of restlessness, 
and of anxiety ; and on such occasions, to turn the thoughts' 
to heavenly things ; every day to go forth with an endeavour 
to be calm, moderate, and temperate; to reflect more, and 
to speak less ; to dwell much on the truths of the living 
Word, and to look more and more to the Lord. Such en- 
deavours will doubtless be ultimately crowned with tran- 
quillity and peace. 

CONCERNING THE DIVINE HUMAN* 

DOUBTLESS this divine subject will be the delightful 
contemplation of angels to all eternity, and the feeble ap- 
prehensions which our most humble and purest interior 
affections will be enabled to Acquire during our abode on 
earth, will prove but as the lispings of infancy. The 
thoughts which are here ventured to be offered may never- 
theless be acceptable to the candid and congenial minds 
of those to whom such subjects are at all times interesting* 
however confessedly obscured in shade. 
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Section I. 



That the Lord made His humanity Divine, means, in a 
general sense, that the Lord through progressive stages of 
putting off the maternal human, by combats and victories 
obtained, advanced from a state of infancy through degrees 
of intelligence and wisdom to the essential Divine ; He 
thus glorified His humanity, which He fully glorified by 
the last temptation of the cross.-— In the veil which He 
assumed it is our great privilege to contemplate Him 
through advancing stages of our regeneration, till by imi- 
tative degrees of the divine progress, we are enabled to 
throw off obstructing imperfections from evils and false 
principles, and by divine influx from our glorified Lord 
from first principles to ultima tea, to be again brought into 
conjunction with Him. * 

When the affection of truth humbly seeks for illustra- 
tion, we shall find it in the living Word, in the internal 
sense of which the Lord condescends at this day to mani- 
fest Himself in glory, or in His glorified human ; in the 
same Word we contemplate him in the maternal infirm 
human, and may, by the gradual renewing of our minds, 
become recipients of His Divine influx, from first princi- 
ples to ultimates ; for as the literal Word is the basis 
and continent of the internal sense, so in the one only mani- 
fested Lord dwells the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
Therefore, as the Psalmist says, « is any one afflicted, let 
him pray" to that merciful Saviour who passed through 
the deepest trial of human sufferings. " Is he merry, (or 
in gladness of heart) let him sing psalms," let him address 
his inmost thankfulness to his glorified Redeemer, the 
eternal and living fountain of all beatitude. 

We are informed by the Writings, « that in the time of 
the most ancient church, there was no written Word, fb* 
the men of that church had the Word inscribed on their 
hearts, inasmuch as the Lord taught them immediately 
through heaven what was good, and thereby what was true, 
and gave them to perceive each from a principle of love 
and charity, and to know from revelation. The very es- 
sential Word to them was the Lord. The succeeding 
church which was spiritual, had a written Word, as well 
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historical as prophetical, and in the beginning no other 
Word than what was collected from the most ancient 
people. A. R. 3432. 

"Alus it opens to the mind's view, that when the princi- 
ple of heavenly love was on the decline among the human 
race, when the Divine Influence was weakened in its effect, 
the Divine Teaching took a different form : When affec- 
tion, which is as it were the soul of truth, was grown weak, 
it was necessary to give to truth a permanent body, or fix- 
edness, that the mind might not lose sight of the object of 
its worship, and that the light of truth might not depentt 4 
on the fluctuating state of the affections, but take the out- 
ward form of an inward and eternal document. So soon 
therefore as the celestial church had lost its love, the 
promise of a Messiah gave to faith its permanency, which 
was in lessor greater illumination according to the states 
of the men of the ancient church; a faithful obedience to 
the divine commandment* was continually excited among 
them ; first by truths retained from the celestial church, 
and afterwards by a written Word. In the primeval state 
of the celestial church, the Divine Human passing through 
the heavens, which were one, could influence the celes- 
tial, spiritual, and natural mind, which like the heavens 
were one, and were acted upon in like manner from high- 
est to lowest principles, or from the centre to the cir- 
cumference. This church was in the province of the 
heart, and in exact correspondence with the innocence of 
infancy, governed by a spirit of love. But the infant must 
grow, and its internal mental powers be developed ; in 
his progress to adolescence the youth questions, com- 
pares and examines those lessons which were taught du- 
ring the innocence of his love, and fancies in the opening 
powers of his mind, a superior and independent state ; 
in like manner the posterity of the most ancient church, 
looking more to their own understandings than to the foun- 
tain of all wisdom, began to despise Divine communica- 
tions, and by degrees fancied themselves gods. Having 
thus set up the pride of self-intelligence, and worship- 
ing that which in its order was a true image of the Deity, 
they rendered it, in ks perverted state, the foundation of 
succeeding idolatries ; since to make an idol of self-intel- 
ligence is not less insane than the external worship of an 
inanimate stock or atone,. 
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To the ancient or spiritual church, a third church, which 
Was the Israelitish or representative church, succeeded, 
which in its decline became a church of mere represen- 
tatives, as consisting of types and ceremonies, in which 
were overlooked the spiritual things represented or signi- 
fied. Thus the pride of self-intelligence nurtured by the 
self-love of man, falls into degrees of life more and more 
remote, or into dense and denser shades ; the recipiency 
of the human mind can only be adequate to its state, those 
commandments which were engraved on the hearts of the 
men of the celestial church, and which were retained in 
the understanding and affectionate minds of the men of the 
spiritual church, were delivered by the hand of Jehovah 
himself on tables of stone to the Israelitish church, that 
they might remain in indelible characters on the memory, 
might at once confirm their divine authority, and discover 
the very low state o£ recipiency to which man had fallen. 



Section II. 

The Word which is Divine, and which is the Divine 
Human, is ever invariably the same, but its manifestation 
has varied its form in every age, according to the state of 
human minds. Divine truth was well nigh lost to the hu- 
man apprehension in external rites and ceremonies, when 
our Lord condescended to manifest himself in the flesh ; 
he veiled himself in the human form that he might become 
a living precept, the bright and perfect example of his own 
documents, that he might restore his perverted Word, 
fulfil the prophecies, and in his clouded omnipotence might 
not annihilate, but consign to regions of darkness those 
infernal and active spirits, who, after gaining possession 
of men's minds, had began to possess their bodies. Our 
Lord by being clothed with human infirmities, was assail- 
able by the hells, till the maternal human was progress- 
ively expelled by combats and victories obtained, and till 
divine truth again re-assumed its glory unveiled. 

The Lord by manifesting himself in the flesh became 
constantly visible and accessible, like the Word in the 
letter ; His disciples, notwithstanding, who had so many 
opportunities of resorting to Him, and of bearing His di- 
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vine instructions, had but a very ebscure and feeble appre- 
hension of His, Divinity ; while they resorted to him aft 
man, they could not filly comprehend him a* God ; our 
Lord, therefore acquainted them of the necessity, when 
His work should be accomplished, of withdrawing Him- 
self from their sight, that His divine spirit might have a 
more effectual operation. ** If I go not away the Com- 
forter cannot come." They were favoured at the transfigu* 
ration with an anticipated view of the Lord in glory, that 
their minds might be duly impressed, and in a more ele* 
vated state be prepared to receive the influence of divine 
truth glorified. Our Lord during His abode on earth, 
had given new spirit and new life to the Word by the Gos- 
pel, but only a few scattered rays of its internal sense 
could find a recipiency in human minds. Though the 
prophecies were fulfilled and the resurrection realized, 
still the hovering cloud hung upon the sacred text. The 
nature of the Divine trinity, consisting of essence, form 
and use, or of goodness, wisdom and influent operation, 
under the names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and 
comprised in Himself, the one only manifested Lord, the 
Almighty Jehovah in a human form, an immediate resur- 
rection, and the nature and order of the spiritual world, 
were still left in the veil of mystery. Our Lord's second 
advent was to reveal many things which he could not at 
his first advent disclose to his disciples ; their minds were 
slow to conceive a resurrection on the third day in a spi- 
ritual body, like that of our Lord in a divine body ; a hea- 
ven without pre-eminence, where to be little is to be great, 
and to be most humble to be most elevated. It was ne- 
cessary to leave them in the belief that the material body 
would rise from the grave to give reality to the resurrec- 
tion, and that the visible world would be destroyed to fix 
in their minds an impression of a general future judgment. 

But the Lord is now come in the clouds of heaven in 
glory, or in the internal sense of the literal Word, not to 
destroy but to save this visible world, and by gradual, but 
sure progression, by the establishment of peace and right- 
eousness in harmony with the prophecies, to unite it for 
ever with the heavens. 

The sensual principle which was assumed by a miracu- 
lous birth in the weakness of the maternal human, was 
raised in power, having in the course of its purifying pro- 
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Lord can no longer be the slave of that principle, which 
has been lifted up by the Lord of life, secured against a- 
host of enemies, and brought to be the foundation or lowest 
existing basis of the eternal order of the heavens. 

Manifestation must ever be according to recipiency, the 
divine influx therefore to the devout recipient since the 
incarnation must differ from the divine influx through the 
heavens prior to the incarnation : it is ever from highest 
to lowest principles in successive order, but that order 
having been broken by the posterity of the celestial church, 
the efficacy of the divine influx at this day, from the divine 
human, is with restorative power, from highest to the low- 
est fallen degrees in men, even to the most ultimate, that 
regenerated man may be no more liable as at first to re- 
cede from love. 



Section III. 

The regular series of the regenerating process, must 
terminate in similitude, or in a restoration of that image 
and likeness which have been well nigh obliterated, and is 
from faith to obedience, and from obedience to love. Man 
must believe at heart in Jehovah as manifested in the flesh, 
till by shunning evils that faith is vivified. 

Under the first impressions of truth he will go with the 
Lord to the temple, and for a while will hold disputation 
with the doctors or the learned, he will contend earnestly 
for truth ; in a more advanced stage he will accompany 
his Lord to the marriage, when goodness and truth unite, 
and will perceive in himself the water turned into wine ; 
his truth will become spiritualized and will unite with 
goodness: in the further progress of that union he will be 
enabled successively to surmount his evil propensities till 
they are at length nailed to the cross with his crucified 
Redeemer : he will resuscitate with him to newness of 
life, till truth is glorified in him, he will then be fitted to 
receive the Lord in his second advent, and from being the 
disciple of his truth will become the disciple of his love. 

The Saviour must be born in us as He was in the 

"* -world ; must put off in us, by fighting for us against our 

spiritual enemies : th#se evils which He put off with the 
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matenud human, mutt be crucified in us to the death or 
quiescence of our former life, must resuscitate in divine 
truth in us, and establish His kingdom of love in us before 
we can be fitted for His heavenly kingdom, and before the 
incarnation of the Divine Human can produce in us its 
triumphant and eternally saving effects. Thus shall we 
recover the image and likeness of God in Christ Jesus 
which can never more be effaced : the external, though 
distinct in degree, will be united with the internal in cor- 
responding harmony, and the church immortal which now 
descends from heaven will establish its dominion with ua 
for ever. 

Many whom curiosity may excite to contemplate the 
wonders of the new dispensation, which is gradually diffu- 
sing its light through the world, may for a while gladly 
receive the testimony in the imaginative delights of the ' 
natural mind, but none can have any part or lot in the 
benefits of the second advent who do not undergo the pro- 
cess of the first. We must die to self before we can have 
life in the Lord, we must have genuine truth before we 
can have heavenly love. The Lord is the way, the troth, 
and the life, and every one who would participate the life 
must with heartfelt humiliation apply to the manifested 
Jehovah as the only way which can introduce the sincere 
penitent to that divine truth which alone can enlighten, 
and to that divine love which in its bosom contains eternal 
felicity. * 



ON THE NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL MIND. 

AS the spiritual mind grows into maturer form, it con- 
templates the pursuits of men in the natural mind as the 
wanderings of insanity, which give fancied forms to fleet- 
ing shadows ; since every thing which is of a transient 
nature they view as permanent, and every thing which is 
of a spiritual and permanent nature as visionary ; thus 
bodily delights, which are constantly weakening, are spe- 
culated upon and fostered as though they were to last for 
ever ; power and riches, honour and fame, which time 
mocks, and death extinguishes, employ all the energies 
of the human mind, which like the infant hand that would 
grasp quicksilver, when laid open has nothing in it. 



That veneration for the Supreme Being which all His 
works without us as well as within us should excite, 
giving birth to a benevolence that encircles all mankind) 
the ambitious and restless cannot feel, since their ruling 
purpose is to make themselves great and mighty by think- 
ing little of the supreme power, and by seeking to increase 
their own enjoyments instead of contributing to the hap- 
piness of their neighbour. In the regeneration, every 
natural joy, of however fair, plausible, and pleasing a com- 
plexion, must fade to give birth to a spiritual root, which 
will re-animate the natural joy, and give it a permanent 
nature by uniting it with eternal views. As regeneration 
advances, desolations and supports become more frequent, 
the former are often attended with sad despondency, and are 
shortened as they become more acute ; the supports which 
are marked with particular providences, are frequently also 
of short duration ; in the desolations we perceive our own 
nothingness, and in the supports the Lord's power. Were 
the supports to last we might fancy ourselves something, 
and were the desolations to last, the Lord's power would 
disappear, leaving us apparently to perish : in proportion 
as we acquire a habit of feeling, as well as viewing our- 
selves as nothing, and the Lord as all in all, our states are 
more and more perfected. 



On the Love of God and our Neighbour* 

If we love God we shall love His laws and dispensations, 
we shall love not only His gifts, but His chidings also, 
which are his veriest gifts. If our self-will were not often 
checked, controlled, and forced by a strong hand from 
its course, it would remain for ever in a perverted state ; 
our pursuits, our attachments, our hopes, our fears, our 
triumphs, and our very sighs must all acquire a new order 
that they may be rectified ; the tenure of the Christian's 
life, notwithstanding occasional inward trials and outward 
afflictions, is sweetened with intervals of peace ; he enjoys 
* simplicity of heart, a serenity of conscience, an equality 
of temper, a lively confidence, an humble resignation To 
love God is to love goodness in every form and in every 
degree, and to seek to promote it by every possible means, 
and to shun evils of every kind as obstacles to its progress. 
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To love our neighbour is to seek his well being and hap- 
pinestf, more especially by promoting his spiritual wel- 
fare, by good counsel, and by kindness according to his 
state* we should travel lightly and pleasantly whh him, 
and not tire him by leaning too heavily upon him with our 
own anxieties ; by bearing our own burthens patiently, and 
by endeavouring to relieve those of others, is the way gra- 
dually to wax strong in the Lord, to find His yoke easy, 
and his burden light. In the most ancient church chari- 
ty was classed into a variety of distinctions, and exercised 
accordingly ; at this flay we seem to understand very 
little of its most general operations ; the true love of our 
neighbour is an imitation of the love of God to us, it is 
beneficent, disinterested, forgiving, compassionate, seeking 
to set the purposes right by good counsel and by kindness, 
finding its own enjoyment in the happiness which it pro- 
motes. To love God truly we must love the hand that 
gives* that takes away, that oppresses, that relieves, that 
elevates, and that confounds. To love our neighbour truly, 
we must love him with all his faults without loving his 
faults, we must take him as he is, and increase our love 
as he increases in goodness ; if he is capable of listening 
to counsel, we must advise for the best ; if he is abandon- 
ed we must pray for him, and never forget the general 
law of charity, which extends to all mankind. 

ON THE DIVINE HUMAN. 

THE attempts which are frequently made to dive into 
mysterious truths, by the exertions of the proprium or 
the aid of scientifics, appear like the working into spirit- 
ual mines with iron tools, instead of opening new veins 
by the luminous course of the maturing affections ; much 
has been said, and much controversy has been held at dif- 
ferent times concerning our Lord's resuscitated body, and 
the distinction between what is material and what is sub- 
stantial seems to have been lost very frequently in a fruit- 
less endeavour to render a comprehension of this sublime 
and mysterious subject more clear ; the terms flesh and 
blood, when applied to our Lord's resuscitated body, will, 
to the natural mind, ever convey an idea of materiality, 
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but to the spiritual mind an idea of substance. It was 
doubtless no other flesh than that of which the sacrament 
is a symbol ; the divine love manifested in the human 
form, which was made apparently tangible to those who 
required an undoubted proof of the resurrection, and whose 
ideas, still sensual, were impressed with the apparent 
materiality of what they saw ; still this divine body of our 
Lord, divested of all materiality, became visible and in* 
visible at intervals, and advancing in glory to the time 
of its ascension, finally eluded the spiritual vision of the 
disciples, who had no idea but of natural vision. The 
same Divine condescension that could afford comfort to 
the natural minds of the disciples, by telling them that 
they should sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel, (by which the judgment from truth was 
represented,) and that could suffer a lasting impression 
to remain on their minds, that at the last day their material 
bodies. would resuscitate, could give to Thomas the satis- 
faction of apparently feeling, with the material hand, the 
wounds of his crucified Lord, and as a further conviction 
of the reality of His resurrection, could apparently eat 
broiled fish with His disciples, which it was not possible 
for a spiritual) and still less for a Divine body, to partake 
of. 

Ris'n from the grave, the mighty Lord, 
Fulfilled the promise of His Word, 
While feeble mortals vainly join, 
The glorious Godhead to enshrine. 

The form divine, though clad in light, 
Us splendour veil'd from human sight, 
That man, from doubt and error freed, 
Might worship in a firmer creed. 

Above the clouds its glories beam, 
Where angel choirs exalt the theme, 
And where eternal states improve, 
In endless bliss and mutual love. 

On earth let Hallelujahs join 
To hail the human made Divine ; 
Let heaven and earth united raise 
The grateful song of endless praise. 
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ON PRIVATIONS. 

WE are never so much disposed to have consideration 
for others, as when we impose on ourselves voluntary pri- 
vations, and never so little, as when we extend our self 
indulgences, though to many the reverse of this may seem 
to be the case : — the reason is, that by restraining our 
own enjoyments of the sensual kind, we weaken the pow- 
er of self love, which the more it prevails, the more it 
weakens the power of neighbourly love. The keeping 
within due bounds our sensual gratifications will always 
prove the surest means of heightening our rational ones, 
and the crown of all these is charity in its disinterested 
and elevated purposes of adding to the happiness of our 
neighbour. The man whose sensual and degraded de- 
light is the accumulation of wealth, will think very little 
sufficient for those who want, which he will deal out with' 
a very sparing hand, and the voluptuary would, at any price 
of inconvenience to others, bring the pleasures of life, ma- 
ny of them falsely so called, into his own net ; he would 
beggar his family to increase his gratifications, which we 
have daily proofs of; but he who, amidst the natural en- 
joymcnts of time, can contemplate an eternity to succeed, 
and will direct his thoughts and affections to worthy ob- 
jects, and to that fitness for a future state which is his 
unalienable inheritance, will consider the love of God in 
the order whjch His precepts enforce, and the lore of his 
neighbour in all the relative duties, as the highest attain- 
ment of an immortal being, and will be content with little 
in his journey to a happier country. 



ON SCIENTIFICS. 

GENERAL and common scientifics acquired in early 
life, and progressively improved, are the vessels which 
are recipient of spiritual things, and become vivified and 
enlightened by spiritual truths, in the degree that these 
are illustrated and warmed by charity. Celestial and spi- 
ritual truths when opened and expanded by the genuine 
affection of truth, will flow into scientifics, and discover 
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irtmfrrterable beautiful correspondences in lucid order, 
which like so many mirrors will reflect divine things ; but 
let not the man of science attempt to open and unlock, 
by means of natural external knowledge, the fountain of 
wisdom in the Divine word,, for this is contrary to order, 
and the ineffectual exertions of the self will of man will 
soon be manifested in such presuming and fruitless labour; 
such activities will soon betray the pride of intellectual 
attainment darkened by the mist of error ; self will be the 
centre of manifold exertions to excite an acknowledged 
superiority, where humility should prevail ; there will be 
a desire of rule blended with an apparent desire of good, 
and the uses will become perverted instead of being con- 
tinually engaged in a devout research after the treasures 
of the Divine Word ; the mind will speculate on the cu- 
rious devices of novelty, of inventions that may excite 
wondered admiration, and of cold and lifeless investiga- 
tions ; the mind thus fettered by scientifics, cannot rise ; 
but like a flying fish, instantly drops from the purer ele- 
ment where it had in vain expanded its feeble wings. 



ON TEMPORAL PROSPERITY 

wirteN 

Subordinate to Eternal Views* 

IT most commonly happens in the course of: Divine 
Providence, that when the mind of man in the commence- 
ment of his regeneration begins to be open to eternal 
views, his worldly supports are taken from him, some- 
times gradually, sometimes suddenly ^nd with apparent 
violence, that be tnay learn to look upwards, and to find 
his support in the Lord alone ; to disentangle his affec- 
tions from the world, and to break all their bonds and 
affinities ; this at first proves a severe trial to the new con- 
vert, who will often shrink during his passage through 
the wilderness, and will look back with regret to the 
sensual delights of Egyptian bondage ; during this state 
were the days of his worldly prosperity to return, his 
worldly affections which are to be subdued would return 
g2 
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with them, he ii therefore kept in straitnesses of various 
kinds ; still worldly means are allowed for necessities iu 
Various unexpected forms, a stranger hand will sometimes 
like the raven bring him food, he will at times discover 
the Divine Providence that brings him manna from hea- 
ven for his mental support, which he will loathe at times 
and sigh for quails. When he falls into company with 
worldly minds, he is sometimes shocked and disappoint- 
ed, and sometimes won over to his former delights ; but 
in proportion as his spiritual mind is strengthened by pri- 
vations, outward trials, and inward temptations, he blends 
with the world with less danger, can treat its levities and 
amusements which are not criminal, as children's play, 
reserving to himself his hidden satisfactions which be feeds 
on, and ventures to impart only at prudent intervals. A 
ray of worldly prosperity, which would before have dim- 
med the light of his spiritual mind, and darkened its 
views^ may now serve to make them more luminous, by 
removing the shade of worldly cares and anxieties, from 
which the free spirit disencumbered takes a wider range, 
the elevated affections are at length instinctively taught, 
like the bird .of paradise, to live on the wing; there is no 
danger of their settling on earth ; the divine favours, in 
the spiritual or natural form, are like grapes and figs from 
the promised land, and the triumphs of the humble rege- 
nerate mind are those of gratitude and tears. 



On a settled Ijcflendehce on, and Trust in the Divine 
i ', Providence, 

A dependence on the Divine Providence, like every other 
attainment in the regenerate life, will be experienced to 
be gradual, and variable at intervals : the black clouds 
that surround us, and the new forms of difficulty and de- 
solation by which we are tried, will in the early stages, oc- 
casion sad despondency, and sometimes absolute despair ; 
but by degrees we discover the hand that lifts us up, that 
protects us* and enables us again and again to surmount 
the overwhelming billows, till at length we find ourselves 
secure in the Divine Word, our spiritual life boat, which 
the threatening waves cannot overset. Were Providence 
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to fabe us up, before by repeated desolations we were 
sufficiently humbled, we should roost assuredly triumph, 
and the natural mind, which is to be subdued, would bear 
rule and prevent that self annihilation, which is the true 
test of our advancing in the spiritual life. As our trust 
in the Divine Providence increases, circumstances of eve- 
ry kind will occasion our immediately looking up to the 
Lord ; for the* smallest instance of prosperity we shall im- 
mediately give thanks ; for what is adverse our prayers 
will be as instantly made that we may take a right course, 
and that we may in due time surmount the danger or 
difficulty. Providence that was particularly visible in the 
progress of our various privations, will be equally so in 
the wonderful and unsuspected means of our support ; 
and when all these combining circumstances have been 
reiterated to the observation of the true penitent, a more 
refined observation will ensue, and a delight in the course 
which the Lord takes with us, which for the world we 
would not wish to alter : the affections elevated and pu- 
rified, instead of calling on the reflecting intellect for 
support, and for a repetition of its former instructions, 
will urge it to witness those clearer views which affection 
alone can unfold, till the understanding from being the 
preceptor becomes the pupil of the rectified will, and the 
reason confirms what the heart in its more copious and 
refined reception of heavenly influx dictates. A mature 
trust in the Lord t:an only exist in the degree in which 
self dependence subsides, and this can only subside by 
privations and ;by repeated trials, by which the pure in 
heart are gradually taught in all things to see God. 

ON CHARITY. 

' THE good offices of charity, in their minute and exten- 
sive operations, are known to the Lord alone; and it is 
only in proportion as selfish and worldly loves are subdu- 
- ed, that we are open to the influence of this divine ema- 
nation from the Lord, and can become acquainted with 
this celestial science. 

To find our happiness in promoting the happiness of 
others, is a striking contrast to the seeking our happiness 
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in the subserviency of others ; the former disposition en- 
genders humility, brotherly kindness, tenderness, and 
compassion, a perpetual desire in forgiving injuries, to 
rectify the deformed and erring propensities of the hu- 
man mind, to hold out to all the distinctions between false 
happiness and the true, and mildly to invite and persuade 
to the best choice ; while to seek our happiness in the 
subserviency of others, engenders pride;, haughtiness, 
discontent, dissatisfaction, and even cruelty, and setting 
out upon wrong principles is ever abortive in its purpose. 
Genuine charity, in its operations is an image of the mi- 
racles which our Lord performed on earth ; it gives light 
to the blind who are in the darkness of error; it opens 
the deaf ear to attend to divine things; it helps the feeble, 
and assists the lame to walk, it raises those who are dead 
in worldly and selfish love to the life of heaven ; unbeliev- 
ers alone who slight its report and turn from its aid, lose 
all the benefit of that instrumentality which the Lord has 
appointed for it. Charity gives a new current to that 
sensibility which in early life some are so prone to idol- 
ize, not aware that its refinements are often the secret 
ministers of self-love ; instead of being tender for itself, 
and subtle in the contrivance of its own gratifications, this 
heaven-born sensibility is tender for other*, cautious not 
to provoke, unwilling to give offence, mild in persuasion, 
and patient in bearing with the prejudices, gross views 
and sensations of the natural mind : if it cannot accom- 
plish any good purpose on perverted minds, it retires and 
waits a better opportunity ; to the mind that is receptive 
it open its treasures, not to dazzle but to invite, by com- 
municating its general and common good things at first) 
and reserving its pearls and its gold for the last. 



ON ORDER AND DISORDER. 

WERE mankind fully convinced that the Supreme 
Being who created them can alone accomplish for them 
the purpose for which they were created, which is their 
eternal happiness, to begin on earth, and to perfect itself 
in heaven, they would listen to those laws which revelation 
has made known to them for its attainment, considering 



them as laws not to deprive them of real blessings and 
comforts, but gradually to confer them with everlasting 
increase. Instead of a surrender of the mind and its a£ 
fections to the divine laws, and of persevering in the road 
which the finger of God has pointed out to them, men, 
like untoward children, prefer to wander through woods 
and forests, delighted with unknown tract*, and exposed to 
briers and thorns, to the poisonous berries of self-love, and 
to the envenomed bite of serpents and reptiles of the most 
noxious kind : such are the various unrestrained passions, 
the continual tormentors of those who, endeavouring to 
surmount the temperate degree, in worldly enjoyments, 
lose that sweet relish, which a moderate participation of 
them under the control of heavenly principles can alone 
impart: it would be as easy for a tree to thrive with its 
root in the air, and its branches in the ground, as for the 
happiness of man to attain to any degree of real progress 
by quitting its proper centre in God, and by burying in 
earthly pursuits the fruit- bearing blossoms of a mind or- 
ganized for celestial contemplation, and the purest moral 
practice. 

Let us fancy for a moment, a small society of truly ra- 
tional beings, whose minds are enlightened from the f<*"«* 
tain of wisdom in the Divine Word, who, in the tr\ r 

ship of the heart, love God above all things, in the u*. A> 
mora], and spiritual order in which they delight to move ; 
whose wants are easily supplied, because they are content 
with little ; who from a principle of active goodness, the 
offspring of their supreme love of the Deity, are ever 
watchful to contribute something to promote the well 
being of their neighbour ; who meet to converse a little 
about their worldly concerns, and much about the enliven- 
ing prospects of futurit) ; who are enamoured of truth, 
because by truth they find out the operations of goodness, 
which they delight to engage in ; who, amidst a world far 
differently disposed, patiently wait the lapse of a few years, 
which will pass away as a dream, when they shall resusci- 
tate with immortal youth in bodies not subject to decay, 
but like the soul which animates them, be more and more 
perfected to all eternity. — In such a society, envy, hatred, 
malice, deceit, pride, and selfishness could find no admit- 
tance, but humility, kindness, condescension, and every re- 
ciprocal act of genuine charity, would be ever manifested 
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in a variety of forms, having a continual tendency to pro- 
mote inward peace even in the bosom of outward trials, in- 
dividually giving glory to God for piloting their feeble 
barks through the storms and tempests which man's per- 
verted free agency has brought on time, till they are safely 
landed on the eternal shores, where heavenly order and 
increasing felicity shall bury the perils they have past in 
sweet oblivion. 



ON CHARITY. 

CHARITY does not require of us to judge so favour- 
ably of others as to see things through a false medium, and 
to call evil good ; for genuine charity and truth are ever 
in union, and in the degree in which charity is derived 
from and elevated to the supreme love of the Lord, the 
spiritual perception becomes clearer, and is more free from 
thf Jouds either of prejudice or partiality; it is as little the 
offfoe of charity to flatter as to offend, but to encourage 
*rith the warmth of approbation' what is good, and calmly, 
£*t^§rmly to oppose what is evil, is consistent with the 
eaven-? er °^ t * ie most u P"S nt benevolence. — Among the 
8|^**al acquaintances that we may make, we shall some- 
times find ourselves much disappointed, and sometimes 
deeply deceived, and as the Spiritual affections will grow 
stronger towards every apparent degree of increasing good- 
ness in our neighbour ; so will they weaken at its apparent 
decline, for we can only judge by appearances in the most 
righteous human judgment, since the Lord alone can know 
the thoughts and the most secret intentions of the heart. — 
Suppose then, a friend, to whom our attachment has been 
fixed for years, should discover principles that we never 
suspected, of decidedly evil tendency, and a conduct that 
we cannot but think irreconciieable to the professions that 
won our first regard, it is surely, in such a case, both just 
and rational to abate of our intimacy, though this should 
be done gradually with a cautious and almost unwilling 
scrutiny ; but the circumstances repeatedly and clearly 
proved, that cannot abide with our former good opinion, 
we are at liberty to be more distant, to advise when we can,, 
a?d to hope always even to the end ; since the gase, what-* 



ever it may be, is in the hands of Providence.— Let us not 
attempt to give a false gloss to what is manifestly wrong, 
still less let us delight to dwell on a subject of real regret 
which we cannot relieve.— In a confidential conversation 
we must not prevaricate, but there is no occasion to anti- 
cipate the censure of the world, or to add to its severity ; 
the mind may take its own distinct views, and act accord* 
ingly, but except with those friends who participate in our 
regret, and who maintain the same tenour. of good willy 
there is much eligible safety in silence. 

Charity will ever be kept alive by a deep sense of our 
own imperfections, and though we cannot but retire from 
the man who makes religion a stalking-horse, we may 
hope that there is a spark of vital essence even in so crude 
a form, that he will at length out-talk himself, and be 
ashamed in some silent hour of a mimicry from which he 
can derive no substantial good. Charity can never live 
with false pretence, but it will offer its more genuine and 
purer principles, only when this can be done with the pro- 
mise of success , it will consider what methods are best 
suited and may be most successfully adopted to promote 
general and individual good, consistent with the laws of 
harmony and peace, with which it delights to dwell. 



ON SELF-EXAMINATION. 

Sblf-examiwatioji is practised in the early ages of re* 
generation as a duty enforced, the expediency of which is 
seen and felt, that we may thereby discover our latent and 
prevailing evils, and every false defence which the natural 
mind will frequently set up. Self-examination, by laying 
open our manifold imperfections of heart and mind, will 
lead to humiliation, and this to adoration, and to a constant 
endeavour to imitate the divine perfections ; this is a duty 
whichjthe natural mind thinks not of, its views continually 
verging to self-elevation ; it labours to become great, for 
the possession of the kingdom of this world, and cannot 
endure the idea of becoming little for the kingdom of 
heaven ; but as the mind is enlarged with spiritual views, 
it begins to think little of the world and more of heave©, 
and by the instruction of the sacred Word is taught in 
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what that fitness consists which can qualify us for the en- 
joyment of the future state of happiness which the natural 
mind has no relish for. As the spiritual life advances in 
progress, self-examinatic*, which was at first a duty im- 
posed, and obeyed with freauent reluctance, becomes more 
and more spontaneous j every day furnishes a more dis- 
tinct view of its occurrences, and as it were sits in judg- 
ment on itself; the words and actions of others do not pass 
unobserved, but the minute and severe scrutiny is on our 
own* for though the motive and general tendency of the 
spiritual mind be to shun evil and to promote good, its mo- 
tives and ends are frequently interrupted by counteracting 
principles. The love of self and the world, though weak- 
ened, are not subdued, and their influence is often disco- 
vered by habitual observation in a thousand subtle forms. 
Nothing leads to self-examination so directly as the fre- 
quent and devout contemplation of the Deity, in his won- 
derful works, and in the display of his infinite goodness ; 
this, like letting in the sun's rays, will discover to us our 
dark spots, and while it increases our humility, will load 
us to a kind and merciful consideration of the faults and 
imperfections of our neighbour. 

ON PRAYER. 

PRAYER is communication with God, and in the de- 
gree that we are ardent and sincere in our devotion it is 
revelation, for the affections being open to heavenly in- 
fluence by devout prayer, celestial light as well as heat 
are communicated ; were it not for prayer, which brings 
Us home to God by consecrating the day and the night to 
His worship, we should be lost in the maze of worldly 
cares, anxieties and difficulties through the day, and our 
sleep would giVe us no calm repose. In the Lord's prayer, 
Which is prayer in its most perfect form, we are taught 
to acknowledge the Lord as the sole object of our wor- 
ship ; to revere His name or attributes ; to desire at heart 
\he restoration of His kingdom within us and throughout 
the world ; to resign our wills to His will in all His dis- 
pensations, and in every act of his providence, till earth 
shall become as heaven within us, till the external form 



73 

of our actions be one with the internal spirit which rules 
them, and that the whole earth may be brought to the 
worship of the Lord in the harmony and peace of heaven. - 
We are taught to pray that, the Lord will provide all 
things for us, according to the measure of our manifold 
wants of bodily and spiritual kind, known only to His in- 
finite wisdom. That we may continually share His for- 
giving mercy, which we cannot share unless we act by the 
genuine influence of it towards our neighbour, since the 
heart that knows no benevolence* pity and compassion to 
mankind, shuts out the love of God, which like the sun 
always shines, but cannot act upon opaque bodies which 
resist its influence. We are taught to pray to be led out 
of temptation, by being delivered from the power of evil, 
and to ascribe our salvation ana fitness for heaven to the 
power-of the Lord, operating on our feeble endeavours, to 
whom alone we shall ascribe the glory for ever. This 
divine prayer is so full while it appears so compendious a 
form of the progress of the Christian worship and practical 
lite, that there is not a single sentence in it but what con- 
tains infinitude, nor can there be any form of true devo- 
tion, nor a single sigh of humble adoration, or of celestial 
ardour with man during his pilgrimage, or in the ecstacy 
of archangels, but what proceeds from and is brought home 
to the tenour of this short but infinitely perfect form of 
words. It is thought by many serious minds, that the 
prolonged and multiplied forms of prayer which are in 
use at this day, are more calculated to promote the ser- 
vice of the lips than of the heart ; through long and re- 
peated forms the mind wanders, because the attention 
wearies, and that which should enliven our devotion, abates 
of its ardour. Children are taught in" early years to join 
in many vain repetitions, which they feel as a task im- 
posed, and rejoice when the service is at an end. It would 
be far more profitable to explain Xo them the Lord's prayer, 
according to their infant capacities, rather than to make 
the service of God tedious and even painful to them. 
There can be little doubt that were our public prayers 
shortened, they would be better suited to the devout mind, 
and our worship would have more conformity to our 
Lord's advice, not to use vain repetitions ; this might be 
easily accomplished by making the Lord's prayer, and the 

H 
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Divine Word, the standard of our prayers and of our 
praise. 

ON REGENERATION. 

THE first birth of man is of the body for its proper uses 
and functions in the world ; the second birth, or regene- 
ration, is of the mind, for its proper uses and functions 
in the world, and after this life for auhiimer uses in a spi- 
ritual body in heaven. The mind of man, consisting of 
will and understanding, having been through successive 
generations perverted from its genuine course, and too 
much captivated with this world to think much of its 
higher destination, it has become a work of persevering 
difficulty to regulate its powers, and to bring them under 
the divine influence to the obedience of the divine precepts, 
and to a life of such order as the heavenly inhabitants are 
subject to and delight in. The first dawn of the infant 
mind is to the use of the bodily senses, by which the bo- 
dy itself is preserved, and its health promoted ; it is well 
therefore to indulge in a discrete degree, these first de- 
lights of the mind, which closely connected with the bo- 
dy, grows with its growth, and strengthens >vith its 
strength. In its maturer state, when the powers of reason 
are unfolded, the precepts of virtue taught by revelation 
should become the rule of life, and in proportion as their 
influence prevails, man becomes a creaTAire of order; 
what is sensual is obedient to what i6 rational, and what 
is rational to what is divine ; this order constitutes the 
second birth, or regeneration ; for as the body was born 
of woman, so in the regeneration the mind is born of 
God ; its primary affections are fixed on the Supreme 
Being, or the love of goodness, and on the promotion of 
the happiness and well-being of mankind, which is the 
love of truth, or of the true order of things ; for genuine 
truth is the principle of goodness brought into action, and 
manifested in its various operations and relations. The 
love of self, and of worldly possessions, are the prevailing 
obstacles to this great work, which cannot advance till 
these degraded affections are subdued, or rendered sub- 
ordinate to more elevated pursuits. To be regenerated, 
is to prefer a heavenly inheritance to an earthly one, the 
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attainment of moral excellence to worldly opulence; pow- 
er, or fame ; the love of justice and of social kindness to 
pre-eminence, or to any temporal reward of any kind ;— to 
prefer humble adoration to self-elevation, and content- 
ment to ambition. Every one is regenerated only in the 
degree that the love of God and neighbourly love, bearing 
the sway in the inmost affections, are manifested in the 
infinite variety of forms of the life and conversation. 



ON REGENERATION. 

AS Regeneration advances, the perception refines, the 
minuter shades of distinction between good and evil are 
seen in clearer light ; and as in the commencement of 
the formation of the new will and understanding, gross- 
er evils were shunned, so the lesser ones now come into 
view, and many of these, which before were admitted or 
excused, are now by experience known to be hurtful, and 
must of necessity be abandoned ; many things which be- 
fore were painful, and occasioned deep regret when 
brought before the tribunal of the understanding, are now 
condemned by the immediate instinctive sensation of the 
will or affection, till eternity becomes as it were the touch- 
stone of tinft ; till our actions here are transferred to our 
trial there, and till the mind revolts at any principle in 
h* voluntary practice, which it would not wish should ap- 
pear undisguised and naked before angels. Every thing 
in the more interior stages of the new birth, or of the 
heavenly order of the heart and mind, are referred to God. 
—•If success attend our temporal undertakings, we shall 
discern in them so many gifts from God in a more ex- 
tended scale of usefulness, and our triumphs will be those 
of thanksgiving and praise : Should adverse fortune pre* 
vail, we shall conclude it is best for us, and that some at- 
tainments in goodness which we want, are forming in the 
crucible for our our future advancement: If we suffer 
pain we know that our patience and submission are exer- 
cised, that some dross which adheres too strongly is re- 
moving from the virgin gold; that the trial, however se- 
verely felt, is a purifying process. Do we suffer by 
slanderous tongues? We shall look up to the Lord 
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as our judge. Do our enemies prosper, and does malig- 
nity triumph oyer our fall ? We shall consider that the 
purposes, as well as -the conditions of all men, are under 
the supreme control of the Lord, whose footsteps of infi- 
nite goodness, wisdom and power, are unknown.— Does 
death threaten us at the moment in which our temporal 
concerns lake a brighter form ? We shall consider that 
we know not what decoy may lurk in the transient sunshine, 
and that a brighter sun awaits us with unceasing rays. 
Have we been disappointed of a much desired partner 
here by many unforeseen events, our choice will become 
infallible hereafter, when Providence will direct our err- 
ing minds to an indissoluble union with the only kindred 
spirit that is in every degree suited for the improvement 
of our mutual eternal felicity. 



CONSOLATION 

OFFERED TO THE DYING CHRISTIAN. 

DEATH is the gate cf life, since t6 die is to lite fop 
ever ;-— 'tis the concluding day to all our worldly cares 
and anxities, and the commencement of seren&in disturb- 
ed delight, and of eternal peace ;— 'tis the putting off our 
perishable forms with the frailties and diseases that wait 
upon them, to resuscitate with the privileges of immor- 
tality in forms for ever perfecting in beauty, in propor- 
tion as our hearts and minds improve in the love of good- 
ness and in the order of truth.-— Celestial angels will de- 
light to fan the flame of our languid virtue, and to lead us 
to progressive degrees of improvement through the 
boundless ages of eternity.-— To die is to meet our beloved 
friends to part no more, assured at the moment of our de- 
parture from this world that those who are dear to us will 
soon follow. This world is but the cradle of our exist- 
ence, and the Almighty who gave us being, best knows 
when it is fittest for us to be translated to a happier 
clime.— When He calls us shall we not with cheerful- 
ness obey his voice; while angels are hovering round 
*ur pillow to lead us the way to our immortal existence ? 
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■ — Our Lord resuscitated on the third day, and the soul, 
which cannot die, will, on being detached from this earth- 
ly imprisonaient, wake to newness of life, endowed with 
a consciousness of its immortal powers, and strongly in- 
vited to pursue, by the example of surrounding happy 
spirits, every purpose of divine love and charity, crowned 
with eternal adoration of the Lord of Life and Glory, 
whom, even in the splendour of his outward works, we 
have in this world but faintly seen, and even in the light 
of His Gospel have viewed, but as through a glass dark- 
ly: But in the immortal state, in the divine light of an un- 
setting sun, we shall be favoured with a nearer approach 
to the radiance of infinitely more stupendous displays of 
his creating power and paternal care.-— This world has 
cost us many a sigh, but these should cease when our 
brightest hopes are beginning to realize, when the cloud 
is removing, and the everlasting gates are opening to re- 
ceive us. 



ON CONVERSATION. 

CONVERSATION is calculated to recreate as well 
as to improve the mind ; by the privilege of speech we 
can communicate the spontaneous effusions of thought} 
and introduce subjects the most interesting to our own 
and our neighbour's happiness ; we can not only enter up- 
on such concerns as the varieties of every day may sug- 
gest, of civil and moral tendency, but, by the aid of reve- 
lation, we can carry our ideas beyond the limits of time, 
and may render our discourse interesting even to attend- 
ant angels ;— what pity is it then that so many hours, days, 
and nights should be spent by thousands in the most fri- 
volous pursuits, such as fill the mind with vain and tri- 
fling ideas, which serve to excite every disorderly passion, 
and to lay the foundation of untimely disease and death ! . 
Pageantry is called forth to support pride, till there is a 
rivalry in excess. Through the splendour of the midnight 
scene the mind, as well as body, is deprived of rest, and 
if all were to retire who will not own their disgust, but 
few comparatively would remain to keep up the farce of 
artificial delight, which palls on the appetite of its votaries; 
h 2 
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bttt tearing the haunts of intemperance, dissipation, and 
folly, where conyersation is reduced to the merest ravel- 
lings of thought, we might expect far superior entertain- 
ment with those who have long professed their predilec- 
tion for more rational entertainment from a religious 
source ; but here again disappointment often prevails ; the 
conversation often takes a desultory turn ; the ideas that 
flow from the sacred fountain of divine revelation are lis- 
tened to for a moment, and are often in a moment dispers- 
ed to give way to some trifling incident, or to the record 
of some dull fact, which the natural mind will doat on, as 
if the prospects of eternity were less interesting than 
those of time, the varieties of infinitude more circumscrib- 
ed than the trifling scenery of the day, and the soul's es- 
sential happiness of less importance than imaginary de- 
lights.— -Thus it happens that the purpose of social re- 
ligious meetings is frequently interrupted, and drawn 
aside, by intruding subjects of little moment ; the hours 
slip away that were intended to be far differently devoted; 
whereas, were only a few friends to meet, whose minds 
are open to eternal views, and whose hearts are won over 
to eternal interests, continued and varied satisfaction would 
arise from animated communications on sublime and use- 
ful subjects, which would spread a stillness over the 
mind, elevate its enjoyments, and furnish on the morrow 
calm and pleasing reflections, such as the spiritual mind 
stands in need of to counteract the troubles and disap- 
pointments of each succeeding day. By frequent conver- 
sations among a few friends at evening, the mind is buoy- 
ed up and kept in its proper element ; it is refreshed 
with returns of gratitude to the Divine Providence, is ex- 
panded with neighbourly love, and becomes more and 
more fitted for heaven. 



ON CONVERSATION. 

WHEN the mind is in a state of freedom, it will resort 

to subjects that are most interesting to its affections and 

V views, and when impediments from a variety of causes 

prevail, it will feel more or less disappointment; and 

sometimes from being denied opportunities in society of 
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introducing such a turn of conversation as it delights in, 
and from being forced to attend to what is not only unin- 
teresting but wearisome, it will sink into a state of torpor, 
and remain almost without ideas. From the subjects of 
conversation which a man always prefers, and which he is 
spontaneously led to when he has free choice, he may form 
a just and clear determination of the quality of his affec- 
tions, and of the ruling affection to which every other is 
subservient. Thus the man whose ruling affection begins 
and ends in the boundaries of his estate or diversified pro- 
perty, will insensibly turn to the objects of his delight, and 
will talk much of worldly possessions ; the politician, if he 
cannot carry his thoughts a little higher than the affairs of 
this world, will incessantly dwell on the forms and changes 
of government, more especially if he bears a part in them ; 
and if he has wealth as well as power, he will be found ha- 
bitually in a train of thought that favours the worship of 
his idols. The disputant will find a constant field for con- 
troversy in politics, in civil or religious subjects; his 
ruling love being that of control, instead of promoting har-. 
mony, he for the most part delights in a state of warfare, 
excites his adversary to opposition, and aims more at tri- 
umph than at truth ; for the researches after truth are 
sober and calm : not violent, but conciliatory, endeavour- 
ing to collect the scattered rays of light, and to bring the 
subject into clearness, while the disputant frequently ends 
his conversation by leaving all things in doubt, in darkness 
and confusion. 

The man of literature, whose ruling passion is the at- 
tainment of knowledge, is qualified to strew his way with 
flowers ; to be at once amusing and instructive, provided 
that his attainments are set off with a manner that is un- 
assuming and condescending, and that he continually bears 
in mind the end of all human learning, the improvement 
of moral excellence, and a more humble adoration of the 
Deity; for without religion, learning will lead to ignorance, 
as well as to pride and infidelity ; since the peasant who 
knows the laws of God and obeys them, is wiser than he 
who questions, doubts, and disobeys, which many of the 
learned are apt to do. 

The heaven- taught mind alone can give to conversation 
its greatest weight and truest interest. Practised in the 
true estimation of temporal thing* when compared with 
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eternal, the true Christian in his elevated views, will seek 
his inheritance in immortality, and will reconcile the 
quick succession of events that occur from day to day, 
whether prosperous or adverse, relying on the control of 
Infinite Wisdom, which is ever at work for the comple- 
tion of human happiness. He will in society vary his sub- 
jects of conversation and suit them to the occasion, and to 
the minds of individuals, but he will gladly seize on every 
fair opportunity to attract the powers of reason to the laws 
of revelation, to bring the ideas, thoughts, and conversa- 
sation of men on earth, into the order and harmony of 
heaven. 



ON OUR INTERCOURSE WITH THE WORLD. 

WHAT is life that has death in it, and what are tempo- 
ral pursuits when separated from eternal views ? They 
are not only fleeting but delusive shadowjs. In the degree 
that we acquire the life of truth, every thing that is false 
will excite aversion ; in the degree that We love goodness, 
evil must be held in abhorrence —Such being the nature 
of all things that are opposite in form and essence, the 
spiritual mind cannot without much sensible pain, blend 
with worldly minds, where all things oppose the order it 
has adopted, bring confusion on all its arrangements, aud 
offer it ashes for beauty. Doubtless that kind and unerr- 
ing Providence which has opened to our view the fountain 
of truth, and enabled us to partake in many an exhilirating 
draught of the waters of life, will not lead us to the shallow 
streams of the waters of bitterness, oftener than may be 
requisite for our advancing states, which we can neither 
see nor judge of. The bitter waters which the children 
of Israel met with in the wilderness, were rendered sweet 
by casting wood into them ; and so will the bitter waters 
which we so often complain of, be rendered palatable, when 
goodness, which wood corresponds to, has blended its be- 
nign qualities with them. — If we watch our opportunities, 
when mixed with the world, we shall find many good pur* 
poses to promote ; even to the laughter of inconsiderate 
mirth, that often leagues with mischief, we may administer, 
some happier turn of thought than triumph or ridicule caa 
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boast ; at the luxuriant feast, if mindful of temperate re- 
straint, we may season the repast with something at least 
remotely good, some observations of moraltendency, some 
anecdote that shows the deformity of vice or the praise of 
excellence ; we may strive imperceptibly to bend, and not 
to break the tide of conversation into something that sa- 
vours of order, of beauty, of benevolence, of nature, of 
reason, and of God. — We may smother the tale of scandal 
in the conspicuous merit of some living character ; we 
may be politely attentive without flattery, and by lending 
an ear to many things that are erroneous, perverted, and 
uninteresting, may in turn excite the more notice to our 
remarks on an infinitude of subjects to be discreetly of- 
fered, which may introduce what is true and what is use- 
ful even for the reflections of eternity as well as of time : 
oh our return home, we shall then have something cheer- 
ing t© recollect, or should these opportunities have bees 
denied us, as they sometimes will, by the effusions of ir- 
rational mirth or contending politics ; let us at least look 
back to our conscious better purpose, and to the discreet 
and often silent course which we have pursued, and the 
pain of uncongeniality which we bring home with us will 
be greatly mitigated, and quickly subside ; but if we have 
not only been unguarded in our conduct, but have yielded 
to the vague delights of the natural mind, have forgotten 
those treasures which the spiritual mind has stored, and 
for hours have eagerly adopted the shadow for the sub- 
stance, have fanned the flame of folly, have fed the sen* 
sual appetite, and enlisted for a while as the disciples of 
noisy inconsiderate mirth, or of too pointed raillery, and 
heard the irreligious insinuation without a becoming check, 
when we return home, our pain and reproach will arise 
more from the life we have been ensnared to, than from 
the privation of our own, and we must in this case be 
humbled with the prodigal son, before we can sit down a 
guest to our accustomed feast, we must shake off the na- 
tural life which has seduced us, before we can return tp 
the spiritual life that has charmed us beyond all possibility 
of extinction. 

Let us therefore endeavour when invited to social in- 
tercourse with the world, to be guarded against its seduc- 
tion. The celestial mind cannot be seduced, but lives se- 
cure in its ethereal element, it cannot descend to inferior 
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objects without being surrounded with its own atmosphere, 
which is more fully receptive of the divine influence; but 
the spiritual mind, exposed to varying affections of what 
is celestial above, and natural beneath, often in the weak- 
ness of its progress partakes as it were of an amphibious 
nature, its views are often at variance with its attractions; 
its understanding explores with eagle sight the heavenly 
kingdom, while the new will lends wings to aid its flight, 
but the old will would fain at times drawn it down to earth 
again, and blend together irreconcileable properties.— Let 
us watch, therefore, against evils, that good may become 
more and more permanent in its influence, securing us 
against the charms of fancy and the fruitless wishes of a 
restless mind, which under a veil of illusion will offer us 
quails for manna. Let us proceed with diffident and hum- 
ble caution, with a constant desire and unceasing prayer, 
to be directed on our way, and we may rest assured, that 
the Divine Providence will protect us while in association 
with the world ; and will ultimately wean us from its in- 
fluence) as we become more and more matured for heaven. 



On the Difficulty of attaining q, settled and entire Trust 
in Providence. 

WHEN worldly things go well with worldly minds, 
they are in good humour with Providence, and are willing 
to pay an apparent homage for those good things which 
they secretly hope to preserve, and to increase by their 
own independent endeavours. That this is the temper of 
worldly men in prosperity is evident from their general 
conduct in adversity, they are then deprived of their ap- 
parent confidence, for they cannot trust Providence in the 
darki; still loss can they suppose that Providence is equally 
kind in depriving us of our possessions, as in securing 
them to us. When all things prosper, they are willing to 
call their good fortune by the name of Providence ; but 
when their darling schemes miscarry, they examine and 
endeavour to find out the cause in something casual. The 
natural mind in reality, has no belief in Providence, but 
rather considers -the world as a clock, or curious piece of 
mechanism, which, being once wound up is left to go by 
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itself, and is subject to many contingences.— - Far differ- 
ent are the viewa^j. the truly regenerate mind, which, 
from an affectuji^jc^truth, and from the hope of being 
more and more firmly fixed in that good to which the 
eternal truth of the Word unerringly leads, sees God in 
all things ; the rational mind, lit up hy revelation, clearly 
discovers that there could be no Providence if it did not 
exist in the small as in the great, since great events are 
made up of small contingences, and owe their unfolding* 
and progress to the latter, as trees grow out of and expand 
from their seed ; the regenerate mind in its interior views, 
takes as it were a microscopic view of the Divine Provi- 
dence, and though in its most lucid states, even the celes* 
tial mind can discover but a small share of what is infi-. 
nite, it is nevertheless led into myriads of wonders in beau* 
tiful and orderly display, which escape entirely from the 
natural mind in its gross and confined vision. — The chan- 
ges of state it must be allowed, are so various in the pro- 
gress of spiritual life, that our general acknowledgments 
are often obscured in partial doubts : the old will, ere we 
can part with it, often interrupts the progress of the new ; 
the former, whenever it prevails, opposes its sensations to 
confession and acknowledgment ; while the latter, under 
every moment of its influence, leads to unconditional sub- 
mission t Till we arrive at this state, the sweet and peace- 
ful dependence of yesterday on the Divine Providence may 
be borne away to-day by some new form of difficulty ; the 
understanding, in its renovating process, leads us to the 
Divine Word, like a child to be taught; it not only sees 
and acknowledges, but delights in the prospect of new de- 
grees of attainment in heavenly affections ; when the new 
will prevails, it realizes those delights, but so often as the 
old wiJl returns, it deprives us of our tranquil states, asks 
for possession instead of dependence, and in its degraded 
concupiscence will often sigh for those delights which the 
rational mind had left, and will excite a secret devotion to 
some golden calf, by seducing the understanding to its 
constant plea of a little more comfort and a little less care. 
Whereas the new will in the celestial mind, in possessing 
the Lord, possesses all things ; it can derive comfort from 
privation, and possession from dependence ; and like 
the bird of melody can sweetly sing with its bosom on a 
thorn. It has received with the *wbite stone a new name, 
* See Apocalypsis Explicata. 
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and derived from the union of goodness and truth from 
the Lord, the permanency of peace j ^e regenerate celes- 
tial mind becomes more and more ift&¥#)jtoe to self and the 
world in proportion as it becomes more and more alive to 
God; it can at times enjoy the harmony of social inter- 
course, and ai times find the most enlivening society, even 
in solitude ; for the celestial affections have intimate ac- 
cess to heavenly societies, whose mild influence is at times 
clearly perceived. In the world, its constant, though in- 
visible operation, is to do good ; it would requite all in- 
juries by an endeavour to rectify the disorder that gave 
rise to them ; and would, if possible, return all favours by 
a communication of its own delights; when power is de- 
j)ied, it enjoys its heavenly purpose, and when opportunity 
is given, it immediately goes forth into action. 

ON REGENERATION. 

IN the progress of regeneration, the changes of state 
are for the most part inscrutable, most of them transcend 
angelic wisdom, and are known to the Lord alone ; yet the 
littr* which we perceive* we are sometimes enabled to 
describe with some degree of clearness. In proportion as 
the natural mind is awakened to spiritual views, like a 
tree decorated with leaves in spring, every new shoot puts 
forth new beauty as it emerges from its winter state, till it 
is crowned and surrounded with blossoms, or with spiritual 
truths; the pleasing and delightful forebodings of abun- 
dance of fruit in the degree that these escape the blighting 
winds of self love and the love of the world. The natural 
mind thus arrayed in the early spring of the regenerate 
life, is delightful to behold, and many more will be at- 
tracted by the appearance of its blossoms, Jhan gratified 
by the deeper reflection that the tree must retire again to 
a comparatively winter state, and that what is outwardly so 
gratifying to the sight, must give way to the formation of 
fruits still more gratifying to the more useful sustenance 
of life. — Temptations often repeated, and sometimes at- 
tended with direful despondency, will assail the new con- 
vert, and will at times lead His mind with its affections into 
the very desert of the wilderness, that it may contemplate 
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its own vileness, discover its manifold evils, and look up 
to the Lord alone for deliverance. These temptations 
will sucessively excite an abhorrence of evil ; and the suf- 
ferer in them, when refreshed with intervals of peace, will 
acknowledge at heart, that one genuine ray of spiritual 
sunshine is far more exhilirating than all the natural de- 
lights, which, in the former life, had been sought with so 
much eagerness, and cultivated with so much care ; these 
grow more and more insipid, as the new satisfactions ac- 
quire strength, till the objects of time gradually shrink 
from the grasp of eternity, and till the enlivening pros- 
pects of futurity built on a sincere desire of obedience to, 
the divine laws give a serenity of mind, which the restles ' 
billows of passioncannot disturb.— Worldly pleasures have 
been repeatedly experienced to end in a variety of pain, in 
satiety, regret, dissatisfaction and disgust : spiritual suf- 
ferings on the contrary, end in tears of delight, in calm, 
and humble submission, in the sweetness of heavenly re- 
solutions, in the reviving hope, and sometimes the fore* 
taste of future felicity. The former pleasures were at* 
tended with disappointment almost in the enjoyment, the 
new satisfactions are built on everlasting foundations, and 
are occasionally taken from us only to be renewed by 
combats against thote selfish and worldly foes that would 
deprive us of them, and that we may be rendered more 
and more sensible that they are in every degree of attain- 
ment, like our life itself, the free gift of God.— The spi- 
ritual life in its progress has much to undergo from un« 
congenialities, and very often as much from erroneous 
conclusions ; so soon as we begin to prefer heaven to earth, 
we are impatient to be translated to a climate, iu whose 
pure atmosphere we have not yet lungs to breathe, and 
-where we should lose thepulsatiop of the heart; heavenly 
affections are acquired by slow degrees, they are not pro- 
moted by impatient wishes and fruitless sighs. The spi- 
ritual traveller, who, on his first setting out, sighs so fre- 
quently for heaven, will find only on a slight examination 
pf his state, that he often sighs too for those worldly pos- 
sessions which he fancies he could so aptly accommodate 
to spiritual use, while he discovers not the lure which 
fascinates him.— -Painful uncongenialities occasioned by a 
forced intercourse with the world, which so often sickens 
on the few born taste of the spiritual mind, have ther 
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uses occasionally, by opening the contrast to our views, 
which brighten by things opposite, by forcing self to sub- 
side; even our spiritual selfishness, by a discovery of the 
states of the minds of others, to which, while we see much 
to avoid, We may endeavour to administer kind and sea- 
sonable aid, they will serve also to enliven by privation the 
relish of what we most prefer : There is doubtless, a par- 
ticular and unerring Providence in bringing us into situa- 
tions that excite aversion, as into such as most favour our 
truest delights. When the spritual mind advances in 
progress to the dawn of the celestial state, it will make 
more interior discoveries by a single glance, than it could 
have made in its prior states by its deepest researches, 
and in its clearest vision. 

The spiritual mind is in causes, or means, or truths far 
above the comprehension of the natural mind, labouring in 
the dark shade of effects; but the celestial mind is in ends 
or goodness, to be brought about by the former causes or 
means, and sees the accomplishment in the effects ; it has 
a lively sensation, as well as vision, that the beginnings 
. and endings of all things are in God .; it is most in self an- 
nihilation wjieu in its most lucid states, for it is then most 
in the recipiency of- goodness from its divine source, 
and in the twilight of its evening shade it quietly submits, 
x and waits the revival of its energies with the rising sua 
Evil which the natural mind indulges, and which the spi- 
ritual mind condemns ; the celestial mind views with pity, 
as a feeble unavailing effort, the sad delusion of insanity, 
and the fretful workings of disorders which must be over- . 
thrown. 

The natural mind exults in selfish and worldly loves: 
1 he spiritual mind is at jyar against them, and is blessed 
with intervals of peace. 

The celestial mind having subdued them by power 
from the Lord, presents such affections as are best calcu- 
lated to win upon the heart. 

The natural mind offers the seduction of false delights : 
The spiritual mind offers the force of religious precept, 
realized by example. 

The celestial mind shows that the end of the command- 
. rnent is peace, and would win men to it by love, 
the vei The natural mind is confined to earth, where it would 
^adly prolong its existence. 
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The spiritual mind would gladly leave earth for heaven, 
and join the ascending angels which Jacob saw. 

The celestial mind having reached the ' summit of the 
heavenly ladder, would return with the descending angels 
to invite others to the celestial abodes. 



ON THE ASSOCIATION OF ANGELS. 

AS Angels reside in the good affections, and these are 
so frequently interrupted or overshadowed, it is not sur- 
prising that we are seldom made sensible of their pre- 
sence; it nevertheless appears at intervals, sometimes 
tf hen the mind is in the delight of good and useful pur- 
poses, or when reflection has brought it to a settled calm $ 
so when the purposes are disturbed or perverted by coun- 
teracting circumstances or uncongenial minds, and the 
thoughts are ruffled, 'tis often the signal for the approach 
of evil spirits, who are delighted to fan the flame of discord* 
to encourage gloomy and desponding ideas, and thus to 
cloud the spiritual sun, that bright emanation in whose 
cheering rays we are made sensible that we live and move, 
and have a spiritual existence. The approach of angelic 
spirits is inexpressibly sweet and calm, it restores all 
things to harmony and peace, and in breathing forth the 
purposes of good will, tranquillizes -the mind, and disposes 
it to the silent offerings of gratitude and praise. Who, that 
for an hour, has felt the soft and enlivening association of 
angelic spirits, would willingly indulge in any evil course, 
of momentary enjoyment, that must drive away such plea- 
sing associates, and introduce in their stead, the dark, 
disorderly, and malignant crew, whose delight is the de« 
struction of human happiness ? — Angels cannot dwell with 
disorder in any form, either-of envy, hatred, malice, tin- 
charitableness, false pretence, or impure desire ; to guard 
against these subtile foes requires perpetual watchfulness* 
and a resistance to all the bribes that self love and the love 
of the world will not cease to offer ; we have besides these, 
obstacles to surmount that are for the most part undefined. 
Sickness, by detaching the mind from temporal things, 
vUl sometimes dispose to interior views, and open delight- 
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ful prospects of futurity; at other times the necessarjr 
attention to bodily complaints, as well as the suffering 
themselves, will disappoint these interior views, and draw 
the attention to the poor, weak citadel, which the eneiny 
will riot in with increased violence and effect In the 
present state of the world, while the affections have to 
combat with hereditary evils, and the body with a morbid 
inheritance, while regeneration sometimes appears in de- 
termined degrees* of advancement, and at other times 
seems to fall off by a retrograde motion ; we cannot ex- 
pect a permanent state of the fruition of the society of 
angelic visitants, but much may be done to solicit their 
more frequent visits, and their longer stay. — Let us care- 
fully arrange the subjects of our thoughts and pursuits, 
buoying them up with eternal views, let every evening 
prove a comment on the day; when our sensations are in 
heavenly delights, let (hcintellect repose, and when they 
are obscured, let it bring the treasures of the Word to our 
aid; when we seem to be without uses, let us study the 
more to avoid evils, and we shall be sure to be in them ; 
should Providence seem to forsake us, let us seek Him in 
His promises, our spiritual enemies cannot long endure 
the sacred pages : let us patiently wait, and the morning 
will return. 

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HORSE. 

THE horse corresponds to the understanding of truth, 
exemplified in its general usefulness, in the delight it 
takes in exercise, in its form for activity, and \n its obedi- 
ence to the rider, as the understanding is to the will. 
There are horses that trip, that are shy, and that are rest- 
ive, and these qualities are found in human intellects ; 
some horses are more docile, some are vicious, and some 
cannot be controlled, and in human understandings these 
varying properties are conspicuous ; stubbornness, teach- 
ableness and wrongheadedness, mark the differenf charac- 
ters we daily meet with. The horse of the truest sym- 
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meitf, and fleetest movement, whN a safe maimer of going, 
is most esteemed; and an understanding finely organized, 
of quick comprehension and sound judgment, is most 
highly prized. — The colour denotes its peculiar character- 
istic quality, which will be found in the correspondence of 
colours. 



THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE VINE. 

THE vine, with its fruit, corresponds to spiritual truth, 
and *fhe exactness of the correspondence is- in many in- 
stances, clearly artd beautifully unfolded.— The tree spreads 
with great quickness, but it requires much sun to ripen 
its fruit, which' in a cold climate will not come to perfec- 
tion ; so divine truth, where there are cold affections, can- 
not arrive at maturity ; but will remain in'a raw, cold, and- 
sour state r when the grapes are ripe, and the juice is ex- 
pressed, it has its fermentation to undergo before it is fit 
lor use, so spiritual truth must undergo its fermentation, 
and get rid of heterogeneous properties and adhering 
falsehoods, before it can come into use. The wine must 
be kept some time before it is fit to drink, so truth must 
be some time retained and settled in the mind before it can. 
come into life : if wine is kept too long before it is drank 
it will perish ; so will Divine Truth, if after a certain time 
it is not brought into life. When wine has undergone its 
fermentation it should be kept cool, so Divine Truth when 
purified in the mind should be kept cool . and guarded 
from the heat of disorderly passion. Wine, beyond tlte 
quantity well digested, will intoxicate, and so will truth. 
Wine is the best and most ex hili rating of all cordials for 
the body, and so is divine truth for the mind. The gar- 
dener, in the pruning of his vine will be careful to pre- 
serve the bearing wood m succession, and lop off the 
useless branches. So ought we to look to those branches 
of truth that are fruitful, and to lop off such as after a cer- 
tain time, cease to be useful : such as the rudiments of 
truth which we no longer return to. As the vine is con- 
tinually putting forth new bearing wood, so is Divine 
Truth, if we are careful of its culture* Only that quan- ' 
tity of wine ia of use which promotes health, and only thai 
i 2 
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quantity of truth* which promotes good. A bad state of 
health may prevent the good use of wine, and a bad state 
of the affections will prevent the genuine use of truth. If 
\he health be sound it wiH derive from wine its best quali- 
ties, and if goodness be the sound and leading principle 
of the affections, it will derive from Divine Truth an in- 
finite variety of excellent properties and uses. 

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DOVE. 

THE dove corresponds to the truth and good of faith, 
which constitute the spiritual marriage ; this bird is there- 
fore distinguished by its fidelity to its mate, and by its 
fond and wooing attentions : in like manner the principles 
of genuine truth and goodness are enamoured with each, 
other. The dove is remarkable for the velocity of its 
Sight, especially when danger threatens or when returning 
to its mate ; in like manner will truth quickly disappear 
when beset by evil and the false ; ard if separated from 
the good principle impatiently returns. The dove, if car- 
ried far from home and let loose, immediately darts up- 
wards, and with an extraordinary keenness of vision descries 
its abode, whither it wings its rapid flight. So when the 
truth of good has been imprisoned or borne down by any 
uncongenial force, when set free, mounts upward to its 
elevated views, with clearness of vision descries its abode 
in the Sacred Wordy and with delight returns to its home* 
As doves delight, to stand in the soft descending shower, 
so are truth and goodness refreshed with instructive dis- 
courses of wisdom. The dove descended at our Lord's 
baptism as the innocent emblem of the truth of good ; the 
form in which our Lord made his manifestation on earth. 



ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

AS ail the words as well as works of our Lord contain 
infinitude in them, so eternity cannot unfold them : the 
human mind, though finite, may nevertheless in the con- 
templation of this Divine Prayer, be- opened mere and 



9i 

more to new views of it, useful both lor the animating 
spirit of worship* and, the advancing progress of spiritual 
life. 

In this prayer are contained seven distinct petitions, 
through which may be traced the seven stages of regene- 
ration in agreement with the six days creation, and the 
seventh day of rest) explained in the first chapter of Gen- 
esis. It begins with an acknowledgment of God ; for pri-t 
or to this no prayer can be offered up ; in the beginning 
God said " let there be light, and there was light." When 
the darkness of infidelity is dispersed, and it is seen that 
God is, man can offer up the first petition that he may 
venerate his Creator in the boundless manifestations of His. 
love, wisdom, and power,' In the second petition} that he 
may live under their influence as the obedient subject of 
his kingdom ; in the third, that his will as well as under* 
standing may be submitted to the divine laws, that while 
the latter is 4 convinced, the former may. feel their control* 
in the inmost affections ; in the fourth) that he may arrive 
at a state of dependence) confiding for all things in the 
Divine Providence ; in the fifth) that the laws of charity 
may be exercised in their forgiving operations) for he who 
can freely forgive, is arrived at charity's most exalted du- 
ties ; he who can forgive injuries with cordiality can do 
all manner of good to his neighbour. In the sixth peti- 
tion) man prays to be armed against the power of tempta- 
tion from the kingdom of darkness ; and in the seventh* 
for a deliverance from evil. Thus man is taught to pray 
for the attainment of the celestial state, and the prayer be- 
ginning With an acknowledgment) ends with a glorification. 
The gradual fulfilment of it may be traced back from ac- 
knowledgment to veneration ; from veneration to obedi- 
ence ; from obedience to love ;. from love to dependence ; 
from dependence to charity; from charity to victory in 
temptation ; from victory in temptation to the cessation of 
the power of evil) which is 4h& establishment of the king- 
dom of peace. 

ON THE LORD/S PRAYER* 

AN attempt has been made on a former occasion, to< 
prove that the Lord's prayer contains a summary of the 



ten commandments, the fulness of the prophecies, and the 
perfect form of our worship ; to this may be added its 
harmonious agreement with the eight beatitudes contain- 
ed in bur Lord's sermon on the mount ; this harmony is not 
interrupted by the variety in the arrangement of the latter, 
since every part of the Divine Discourse will be found to 
accord with some part of the Divine Prajrer. The bless- 
ing bestowed on those that hunger and thirst after righ- 
teousness, refers to states of the mind turning towards 
God. The blessing bestowed on the meek that shall in- 
herit the earth, refers to those who in humility receive 
instruction, hallow the Lord's name, and become members 
of His church. 

The blessing bestowed on the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven ; and on the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God, refers to the state when the Lord's 
kingdom is come, and His will is done on earth as it is in 
heaven, and when our dependence for all things needful is 
on the Divine Providence. 

The blessing bestowed on the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy, refers to the state of the forgiveness of our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us* 

The blessing bestowed on those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, refers to states of temptation from 
which deliverance is wrought.. 

The blessing bestowed on the peace makers* ibr they 
shall be called the children of Gbd, refers to the state of 
peace, the final result of the beatitudes and the completion, 
of the Divine Prayer, for which we attribute the kingdom,/ 
the powot, and the glory to the Lord. 

OK THE LIFE OF TRUTH 

JfcWD 

THE LIFE OF GOOD. 

THE life of truth is a life of obedience, and the life of 
good is a life of love.— The life of truth receives and ac- 
knowledges the commandments, and is in the constant en- 
deavour to abide by their rule, in opposition to many 
counteracting propensities ; it is therefore, a life of much. 
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labour and' combat, but progressively advances to the life 
of good, which is the establishment of the commandments 
in the heart, or in the soul's delight:— 4n the degree that 
goed becomes the leading principle, the warfare ceases*' 
evil having lost its lure it ceases to charm and to divide 
the mind.— -During the life of truth the understanding 
often reproves the untoward will, and temptations and de- 
solations abound ;— the life of good is a spontaneous re- 
jection of evil, as the palate rejects unpleasant food, the 
#ye unpleasant prospects, and the smell offensive vapours; 
the sensation acts instinctively, and the understanding af- 
terwards confirms.— In the former life, the understanding 
teaches, and the will sometimes with pleasantness and 
sometimes with reluctance obeys.— During the life of 
truth, the activity of two opposite wills is sensibly per- 
ceived ; the new will from the Lord acquiesces, and the 
old will, not yet subdued, frequently rebels.— During the 
life of truth, faith distinguishes qualities, and occasions 
clearness of vision of those things which are brought into 
fruition by the life of good. 



ON THE DELIGHT OF GRATITUDE. 

THE essential delight of gratitude can be known only 
to the regenerate mind, which acknowledges at heart all 
things as gifts from God, even privations and sufferings, 
which in their progress will unfold to the true Christian 
their hidden treasures.— Gratitude is a never failing source 
of delight, by making every enjoyment a blessing from 
Providence, whose goodness often overpowers the feeling 
heart. The regenerate mind sees in its existence a source 
of eternal praise, and is deeply sensible that the Deity who 
gave life, gave it for happiness ; and lest erring man should 
mistake his way, gave laws and regulations for its attain* 
ment which are infallible. 

Contentment and gratitude are inseparable companions, 
the former shuts the door against anxieties, while the lat- 
ter opens the ^ate of delight ; contentment occasions a 
peaceful calm, and gratitude a devout rejoicing, and silent 
offering up of perpetual incense to the fountain of all good. 
The worldly mind, centered in self, instead of looking up- 
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ward with adoration, looks down for distinction and subser- 
vience ; it asks for more possessions to excite increasing 
homage, fixing more and more in the mind a constant 
craving with continual disappointment ; while gratitude to 
the Supreme Being never ceases to excite benevolence to 
man, and an exquisite participation of the happiness which 
it promotes, from whence a fresh stream of gratitude 
flows ; secure in its humble dependence, it finds a temple 
of worship in the most fluctuating events, and in the deep- 
est troubles descries the tender mercies of its God. 

ON THE 

DELIGHTS OF CONSTANCY, 

AND THE 

DELIGHTS OF VARIETY. 

THE delights of constancy and of variety may at first 
sight appear in opposition, while they are so closely united* 
that the one cannot exist unless it depends on the other, 
no more than a flower can flourish unless it is united to its 
root.— -The sun is constant in his rising, and all nature teems 
with abundance and variety through his instrumentality ; 
the enjoyment of every real rational comfort, depends 
equally on our constancy in the adoration of the great first, 
cause : whenever we turn from this, fountain of happiness, 
. every enjoyment sickens and dies, as flowers cut off from 
their parent roots. 

In the marriage state there can be no true felicity but 
what rt built on the constancy of unanimity and fidelity : 
two rational minds in unison are capable of producing end- 
less varieties of mutual delights, by an interchange of kind 
offices and attentions, by the education of children, by the 
charms of conversation, and by varied pursuits ; but so 
soon as the constancy of harmony and fidelity fails, the 
blossom of happiness dies. 
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ON THE 

STATE OF MARRIAGE 

IN THE 

SPIRITUAL AND CELESTIAL CHURCH. 

THE marriage state may be traced in the sacred order 
of its appointment, to its divine source in the union of the 
love and wisdom of the Lord, and thence in the conjunc- 
tion of the Lord with His church, or with created .minds 
in order, since every individual in whom these principles 
unite is spiritually married, whether, from a variety of cir- 
cumstances, deprived of, or as yet not having found a cho- 
sen partner. 

Woman by creation is more especially the organized 
form of affection or love, and man of intellect or wisdom. 

In the spiritual church or state, the husband represents, 
and is, truth progressively advancing to goodness ; the 
wife represents, and is, the love of His truth or progressive 
wisdom, and heightens the affection of her partner towards 
ber, in the degree that she loves the wisdom which he 
pursues and unfolds. In the celestial state, when truth 
has reached its destination in goodness, or the supreme 
love of the Lord, the wife, elevated to the same love, no 
longer represents the love of man's wisdom ; but becomes 
the mere beautiful form, manifestation, or truth of his love. 
In the prior state, the husband loved the representative 
form of the affection of the wisdom which he sought ; in 
the latter state, he is more strongly attracted to the more 
beautiful representation of the form of his love. Thus is 
the affection of each celestial partner exalted by an or* 
ganization out of itself, through which there is a more 
delightful sensation of the supreme love, from which true 
conj ugial love is. an emanation. 

Thus, during the spiritual state, will self-love be more 
and more sweetly lost in the ascending degrees pi union 
in mutual love, till, in the celestial state, mutual love is 
still more sweetly lost in a more exquisite participation 
of the supreme love. 
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ON THE qiVINE PROVIDENCE. 

THAT the course of the Divine Providence should be 
inscrutable, is a truth, that finds ea c y admittance in the 
regenerate mind, since all the acts J? the providence of 
the Lord are a combination of His love, wisdom and pow- 
er : and these,* being infinite, must transcend all human 
apprehension. To rely, with humble and unshaken con- 
fidence, on the Divine Providence, is the highest privilege 
of human beings, since it is accompanied with inward 
peace, and serene, undisturbed happiness ; but this happy 
state cannot be attained till the divine precepts are engra- 
ved on the heart, and act spontaneously through the tenour 
of life :— The activity of goodness, as a ruling principle, 
and the sweetness of dependence on the supreme control, 
go hand in hand ; if the former relaxed, the latter is 
clouded over.— The affections, purposes, desires, thoughts, 
and even ideas of thought, must be under the dominion of 
truth and goodness in union ; and self-dependence be dis- 
carded, before a delightful sense of the divine control and 
protection can be fully enjoyed ; no wonder then that the 
fruition of this happy state, even with the regenerate, ebbs 
and flows. Severe trials are ordained for useful purifica- 
tion, and it requires great advancement in the Christian 
life, calmly and gratefully to contemplate the footsteps of 
the Divine Providence, through the medium of intense 
sufferings : the mind, oppressed by the tortured frame, 
will often shrink back, will strive to be composed, and 
will own its inability ; it must wait for its cheering views 
and comforts, till Providence has past by, and reveals a 
milder splendour than that which, in its approach, if seen, 
would have dazzled and confounded. At such times, we 
should take shelter in the rock of faith, and be content, 
with Moses, that the hand of Omnipotence should over* 
shadow us, till His glory is gone by ; a few scattered rays 
while it retires, is all that feeble mentals can bear : the 
slightest revelation then of what Providence has done for 
us1r*slimcient to overwhelm the reflecting mind, with 
gratitude and astonishment. Should our sufferings, at any 
time, prove extreme, and such as human nature recoils at, 
whet) apparently forsaken, our Lord's example should 
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prove our never ceasing admonition, a father, net ray 
will, but thine be done." 



CONCERNING THE DELIGHTS ANI> PRO- 
GUESS OF RELIGION. 

THE first abode of religion is in the memory, the se- 
cond is in the understanding, and the last is in the heart ; 
ks last residence is comparatively with few. By prudent 
and religious parents, the subject is gradually introduced 
to the infant mind, in those pleasing and interesting, as 
well as instructive narratives, with which the scriptures, 
in their literal sense, abound ; the story of Joseph and his 
brethren, David' and Goliah, &c. are calculated, not only 
to inspire a relish for sacred subjects arrayed in interest- 
ing occurrences, but also to lay the foundation of venera- 
tion of, and trust in the Supreme Being, and also of 
benevolence and forgiving charity. In maturer years, if 
these early impressions are not superseded by too much 
concern about vain and trifling worldly things, the under* 
standing will revert to them, and will take up the deeper , 
truths that are conveyed in the sacred pages, comparing 
the lessons of early instruction with ideas formed in a 
more free, as well as advanced state of the understanding ; 
the precepts of the Divide Word are received as an un- 
erring rule, counteracting numberless propensities that 
oppose them, and so soon as they are firmly believed to 
be indispensable both for our present and future felicity, 
an internal struggle and warfare is carried on between the 
false delights of erring reason and passion, and the calm 
and sober delights of rectified reason and subordinate in- 
clination ; while this contention remains, many bitter days 
are experienced of privations, of the subjugation of ac- 
quired habitsj and of hurtful as well as imaginary pursuits. 
Internal peace cannot take place till our spiritual foes are 
subdued, and till experience has realized^ those satisfac- 
tions, towards the attainment of which, the understanding 
has submitted itself to divine teaching ; when the will 
acquiesces with the dictates of the holy commandments, 
as the rule of life, and both the will and understanding 
harmoniously conspire to form new habits of thinking as 
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well as acting, the delights of religion begin to shed their 
mild and heavenly influence on the heart, instead of re- 
venge, hatred, and malice : the delights of a forgiving 
spirit are experienced ; instead of the restless aims of 
ambition, gratitude and contentment give a relish to mo- 
derate possessions, the lapse of time becomes a constant 
delight in a nearer approach to an immortal existence, 
and as the prospects are eternal, so are the possessions 
during even this transitory life, forming the beginning 
links in the chain of our future existence, for they do not 
consist of wealth or of an abundance in worldly things, 
-which, if obtained, are principally regarded for their use, 
but they consist of unperishable satisfactions found in the. 
treasures of heavenly wisdom, unfolded in the sacred 
Word, in acts of benevolence, in well founded hopes, in 
calm dependence on Divine Providence," in sweet social 
intercourse, in heavenly communications, in retired medi- 
tation, in prayer, in worship that never ceases in the truly 
devote mind, and in activities, that charity constantly ex- 
cites, to promote the happiness of others : — The purposes 
and actions of wicked men are patiently borne with, and 
prudently opposed to protect the cause of goodness.— The 
delights of religion may be interrupted, but cannot be de- 
stroyed ; being sown on immortal ground they will sur- 
vive the transient sufferings and difficulties of time, and 
will flourish with eternal increase in heaven. 



CHIEF 
ARTICLES OF FAITH, 

OF THX 

NEW CHURCH. 



The heavenly Doctrine* of the New Jerutaiem teath, 

( 1 .) That Jehovah God, the Creator and Preserver of 
heaven and earth, is essential love and essential wisdom, 
or essential good and essential truth : that he is One both 
in essence and in person, in whom nevertheless is a Divine 
Trinity, consisting of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, like 
soul, body, and operation in man : and that the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ is that God. 

(2.) That Jehovah God descended as Divine Truth, 
which is the Word, (nevertheless he did not separate 
therefrom the Divine Good) and took upon him human 
nature, for the purpose of subduing and removing the 
powers of darkness, of restoring the spiritual world to 
order, of preparing the way for a New Church upon earth, 
and thereby of accomplishing the great work of redemp- 
tion : that through the process of sufferings and tempta- 
tions he also glorified his Humanity, by uniting it with his 
essential Divinity: and that all who believe in him with the 
heart, with the understanding, and in the life, will be saved. 
(3.) That the Word of the Lord, or Sacred Scripture, 
was written by Divine inspiration : that it contains three 
distinct senses, celestial, spiritual, and natural, which are 
united by correspondencies ; and that in each sense it is 
divine truth, accommodated respectively to the angels of 
the three heavens, and also to men on earth. Now since 
the Lord and his word are one, and since thereby man is 
conjoined to heaven, it is highly necessary, that the genu- 
,? *e books of the Word be distinguished from all other 
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writings whatever. The following, therefore, are acknow- 
ledged as constituting the perfect and complete Canon of 
Holy Sciipture : in the Old Testament, the five books 
of Moser, called Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy ; the book of Joshua, the book of Judges, 
the two books of Samuel, the two books of Kings, the 
Psalms of David ; the Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamen- 
tions, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel* Amos Obadiah, Jo- 
nah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malaehir and in the New Testament, the four 
Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John ; and the Apo- 
calypse. 

(4.) That all evils, whether of affection, of thought, or 
• of life, ought to be shunned as sins against God, because 
they proceed from the devn\ that is from bell, and destroy 
in man the capacity of enjoying the happiness of heaven. 
But that, on the other hand, good affections, good thoughts, 
and good actions, ought to be cherished and performed, 
because they are of God, and from God : and that every 
act of love and charity, of justice and equity, both towards 
society u> 'jg&feral, and towards individuals in particular, 
ought ;o be done by man as of himself ; nevertheless un- 
der the acknowledgment and belief, that they are really 
and truly from the Lord, operating in him and by him. 

(5.) That immediately on the death of the material 
body (which will never be re- assumed) man rises again as 
to his spiritual or substantial body, wherein he exists in a 
perfect human form, with every faculty both of mind aiuj 
body which he before enjoyed : thus that death is no other 
than an entrance into the spiritual world, and a continua- 
tion of life, which will be happy or miserable to eternity, 
according to the ruling love acquired in this present world, 
and its conformity or non -conformity to the divine truths 
of the Holy Word : for every man in particular is judged 
after death either to heaven or to hell, according to the 
deeds done in the body, that is, according to his past life, 
whether it has been good or evil. 

(6 ) But that, with respect to children, dying before 
they come to the use of reason, and the exercise of judg- 
ment, all such, whether baptised or unbaptised, whether 
within the Christian church or without it, and whether they 
be the offspring of godly or of ungodly parents, are received 
into heaven by the Lord, and after instruction, or improve* 
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ment in understanding and wisdom, participate in all the 
happiness and perfection of angels. 

(7.) That adequate means of salvation are, by the divine 
mercy and providence of the Lord) extended to all of the 
human race without exception ; and consequently that men 
of every persuasion or denomination upon the face of the 
earth, whether they be Christians, Jews, Mahometans, or 
Pagans, may be saved, if they live in mutual love and cha- 
rity from religious motives, according to the best of their 
knowledge and understanding. But that nevertheless the 
new and true Christian religion, inasmuch as*?t is more 
immediately derived from our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is the One Only God of heaven and earth, is 
of all religions the most capable of effecting close and 
intimate conjunction with him ; and on that account is to 
be esteemed more excellent, more heavenly, and more 
divine, than any other. 

(8.) 'ftiat every event or occurrence in human life, whe- 
ther of prosperity or of adversity, is under the immediate 
superintendence and direction of the Divine Providence ; 
and that nothing does or cat) befall map, either in his col- 
lective or his individual capacity, but what even in the 
roost minute, as well as in the more important circumstan- 
ces attending it, is made to contribute, in a way known 
only to Infinite Wisdom, to his final benefit and advan- 
tage. 

(9.) That true conjugial love, which can only exist 
between One Husband and One Wife, is a primary cha- 
racteristic of the New Church, being founded in the mar- 
riage or conjunction of good and truth, and corresponding 
with the marriage of the Lord and his church ; and there- 
fore it is more celestial, spiritual, holy, pure, and clean, 
than any other love in angels or men. 

(10.) -That man is not life in himself, but only a recip- 
ient of life from the Lord, who alone is life in himself ; 
which life is communicated by influx to all in the spiritu- 
al world, whether in heaven, or in hell, or in the interme- 
diate state called the world of spirits, and to all in the 
natural world ; but is received differently by each, accord- 
ing to the quality of the recipient subject. 

(11.) That the last judgment, so frequently spoken of 
in the Gospels, and in the Apocalypse, being a separation 
of_the evil from the good in the spiritual world, where 
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. theretofore they had been collected and mixed in society 
together, from the time of the Lord's first advent into the 
world till the time of bis second advent, was actually ac- 
complished in the year 1757 ; when the former heaven, 
and the former earth, or the Old Church, passed away 
, according to the scriptures, and the foundation of a New 
Church was laid, wherein all things are become new. 

(12.) That therefore, as an act of Divine mercy towards 
. the human race, who would have otherwise have perished 
in eternal death, the second advent of the Lord has already 
£afcen place, and. still continues in the present day ; being 
a coming, not in person, but in the power and glory of the 
spiritual sense of his holy Word, which is himself : and 
thus that the holy city, New Jerusalem, is now descend- 
ing, from God out of heaven, , prepared *a, a, bride adorned 
e& &ir,bipr J&urtand. 



THE END. 
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